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Dear Educator,
Top Grade is an initiative of Canadian children’s publishers to market their 

books to teachers, librarians, and board consultants. These materials come to you 

free of charge because you have shown an interest in great Canadian books for 

the classroom.

We encourage you to:

•  ENJOY the review copies included in the mailing.

•  SHARE the books, catalogues, and other promotional material with your  

colleagues.

•  PURCHASE any titles you’re interested in adding to your collection from  

your preferred wholesaler or bookseller. A complete list can be found at 

www.publishers.ca/topgrade.

Thank you for your enthusiasm for Canadian books and authors.

TOP GRADE: CANLIT FOR THE CLASSROOM

Association of Canadian Publishers
174 Spadina Avenue, Suite 306
Toronto, ON M5T 2C2
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When Mama Goes to Work
Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch, Illustrated by Jessica Phillips

When Mama Goes to Work follows several children and 

their working mothers as they move through their day. From 

morning to night, through the daily activities of work and play, 

children and parents keep each other in their thoughts even 

when they are apart.

FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE | 9781554553143 | $18.95 | HC | Ages 3-5 | Grades K-2 

Social Studies | Family Studies | Language Arts | Author available for school visits 

Also available: The Best Gifts by Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch

The Tweedles Go Electric
Monica Kulling, Illustrated by Marie Lafrance

Meet the Tweedles: Papa, Mama, daughter Frances and her 

brother, Francis. It’s the dawn of a new century—the twentieth 

century!—and the Tweedles have decided to buy a car. But no 

gas guzzler for this modern family. Only an electric car will do 

for them.

GROUNDWOOD BOOKS | 9781554981670 | $16.95 | HC | Ages 4-6 | Grades K-2 

Language Arts | Transportation | Ebook available | Author available for school visits

Mouse Tales
Philip Roy, Illustrated by Andrea Torrey Balsara

In Mouse Tales, the first volume of the Happy the Pocket Mouse 

series, readers will identify with Happy’s bedtime struggle, his 

request for a story to help him fall asleep, and his nighttime 

anxieties when he must come to grips with the wicked witch 

of Grimms’ Hansel and Gretel, the big bad wolf, and his own 

imagination of the “Three Bears.” Mouse Tales proves that best 

friends come in all sizes, and guarantees a giggle.

RONSDALE PRESS | 9781553802624 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 4-6 | Grades K-2 

Language Arts | Author available for school visits 

Also available: Torn from Troy by Patrick Bowman

http://www.fitzhenry.ca/detail.aspx?ID=10571
http://www.fitzhenry.ca/
http://www.fitzhenry.ca/detail.aspx?ID=9064
http://www.houseofanansi.com/Tweedles-Go-Electric-P2281.aspx
http://www.groundwoodbooks.com/
http://ronsdalepress.com/books/mouse-tales/
http://ronsdalepress.com/
http://ronsdalepress.com/books/torn-from-troy/
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From Lands of the Night
Tololwa M. Mollel, Illustrated by Darrell McCalla

From Lands of the Night is a welcome addition to African-Canadian 

children’s literature.  It tells the story of a young girl in an African 

city whose little brother Samson is very ill.  When doctors can’t 

help, they go to a traditional healer, who tells them to have a joyful 

celebration to ask the ancestors to come and bless him. During the 

celebration they are visited by ancestors, spirits, and eventually 

even Mola—God.

RED DEER PRESS | 9780889954984 | $19.95 | HC | Ages 6-8 | Grades 2-4 

African-Canadian studies | Language Arts | Social Studies 

Author available for school visits 

Also available: Rhinos for Lunch and Elephants for Supper! by Tololwa M. Mollel

Every Day is Malala Day
Rosemary McCarney with Plan International 

 A letter of solidarity and sisterly love – illustrated with beautiful 

photographs from Plan International – written to girls’ rights activ-

ist Malala Yousafzai. Since being shot by the Taliban in her native 

Pakistan because she dared to stand up for her right to go to school, 

Malala has come to represent hope and strength for girls everywhere.

SECOND STORY PRESS | 9781927583319 | $18.95 | HC | Ages 6-8 | Grades 2-4 

Language Arts | Social Studies 

Teacher Guide available | Author available for school visits

Not My Girl
Christy Jordan-Fenton & Margaret Pokiak Fenton, Illustrated by 

Gabrielle Grimard

On her return home from a residential school, an Inuit girl has to 

relearn the ways of her people.

ANNICK PRESS| 9781554516247 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 6-9 | Grades 1-4 

Aboriginal Studies | Language Arts | History 

Also available: When I Was Eight by Christy Jordan-Fenton and Margaret Pokiak-Fenton

http://www.reddeerpress.com/
http://secondstorypress.ca/books/297-every-day-is-malala-day
http://secondstorypress.ca/
http://secondstorypress.ca/resources
http://www.annickpress.com/Not-My-Girl
http://www.annickpress.com/
http://www.annickpress.com/When-I-Was-Eight
http://www.annickpress.com/author/Christy_Jordan_Fenton
http://www.annickpress.com/author/Margaret_Pokiak_Fenton
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Do You Know Porcupines?
Alain Bergeron, Michel Quintin & Sampar, Illustrated by Sampar

The Do You Know? series is perfect for the young inquiring mind.  

Filled with facts, jokes, colourful pictures and comics, these books 

are a visually engaging and stimulating way to teach young minds.  

Porcupines includes fun facts (the porcupine possesses approximate-

ly 30,000 quills with tiny hooks on the end) and mythbusters (such 

as porcupines don’t throw their quills). The series includes many 

animals and insects with more to come!

FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE | 9781554553211 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 7-9 | Grades 2-4 

Science | Pets & Animals | Nature 

Also available: Do You Know? series by Alain Bergeron, Michel Quintin & Sampar

Shapes in Math, Science and Nature: 

Squares, Triangles and Circles

Catherine Sheldrick Ross, Illustrated by Bill Slavin

 The three most basic shapes — squares, triangles and circles — are 

all around us, from the natural world to the one we’ve engineered. 

Full of fascinating facts about these shapes and their 3D counterparts, 

Shapes in Math, Science and Nature introduces young readers to the 

basics of geometry and reveals its applications at home, school and 

everywhere in between. Puzzles and activities add to the fun factor.

KIDS CAN PRESS | 9781771381246 | $24.95 | HC | Ages 9-11 | Grades 4-6 

Math | Measurement & Geometry | Science & Technology 

Also available: Earth-Friendly Buildings, Bridges and More by Etta Kaner

It’s Catching The Infectious World of Germs and Microbes

Jennifer Gardy, PhD, Illustrated by Josh Holinaty

Canadian microbiologist and disease detective Jennifer Gardy intro-

duces readers to the germs that are all around us – and why they’re 

bad and good for us – in an informative, playful, and contagious read.

OWLKIDS BOOKS | 9781771470537 | $13.95 | PB | Ages 9-11 
Grades 4-6 | Science | History | Ebook available | Teacher Guide 

available |  @jennifergardy

Also available: You Are Stardust by Elin Kelsey

http://www.fitzhenry.ca/detail.aspx?ID=10560
http://www.fitzhenry.ca/
http://www.kidscanpress.com/us/Shapes-in-Math-Science-and-Nature-P6132.aspx
http://www.kidscanpress.com/us/Shapes-in-Math-Science-and-Nature-P6132.aspx
http://www.kidscanpress.com
http://www.kidscanpress.com/us/product.aspx?productid=5958
http://www.owlkidsbooks.com
https://twitter.com/jennifergardy
http://www.owlkidsbooks.com/YouAreStardust.aspx
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Brilliant! Shining a Light on Sustainable Energy

Michelle Mulder 

Did you know that cars can run on french-fry grease, kids 

in Mexico can help light up their houses by playing soccer, 

and in the Philippines, pop-bottle skylights are improving the 

quality of life for thousands of families? Brilliant! is about what 

happens when you harness the power of imagination and 

innovation: the world changes for the better! The book is full of 

examples of unusual – and often peculiar – power sources.

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS | 9781459802216 | $19.95 | HC | Ages 8-12 | Grades 3-6 
Language Arts | Science | Environmental Studies | Ebook available 
Author available for school visits | Also available: Pedal It! (Orca Footprints) by Michelle Mulder

Pay It Forward Kids
Nancy Runstedler 

In Pay It Forward Kids, readers will meet ordinary kids from 

across North America who have done extraordinary things, all 

on their own initiatives. They have set out to “pay it forward” 

to someone else, with astonishing results. The ripple effect of 

their deeds have inspired others to join their causes, and in 

some cases, to start missions of their own.

FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE | 9781554553013 | $19.95 | HC | Ages 10-12 | Grades 4-6 

Social Studies | Language Arts | Author available for school visits |  @nancypif 

Also available: When Children Play by Gina McMurchy-Barber

Rocket Man
Jan L. Coates 

If only Bob could go back to being Mr. Invisible. When he wasn’t 

compared to his basketball-god brother. Before his dad got sick. 

When Bob begins planning a fundraiser basketball game in support 

of cancer research, things look up. Bob finally makes the basketball 

team, Maria is becoming more than a friend, and his brother gives 

pointers on how to become Rocket Man. But will his dad be well 

enough to attend the game?

RED DEER PRESS | 9780889954946 | $12.95 | PB | Ages 9-11 | Grades 4-6 
Language Arts | Family Studies | Sports – Basketball | Author available for school visits 
Also available: A Hare in the Elephant’s Trunk by Jan L. Coates

http://www.orcabook.com/productdetails.cfm?PC=1884
http://www.orcabook.com/
http://orcabook.com/footprints/books/pedalit.html
http://www.fitzhenry.ca/detail.aspx?ID=10555
http://www.fitzhenry.ca/detail.aspx?ID=10555
https://twitter.com/nancypif
http://www.fitzhenry.ca/detail.aspx?ID=10537
http://www.reddeerpress.com/
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Jake and the Giant Hand
Philippa Dowding 

Jake doesn’t really believe a giant’s hand was found in a field near 

his grandfather’s farm, but when Jake begins noticing giant flies 

buzzing around and Grandpa says the basement is off limits, Jake 

doesn’t know what to believe.

DUNDURN | 9781459724211 | $9.99 | PB | Ages 9-11 
Grades 4-6 | Language Arts | Ebook available | Author available for 

school visits |  @phdowding | Also available: The Strange Gift of 
Gwendolyn Golden by Philippa Dowding

Finding Grace
Becky Citra 

Growing up in the ’50s with a single mother and no father, Hope is 

a loner with a wonderful imagination. The letters she writes to her 

imaginary friend, Grace, help her cope with difficult times – her 

mother’s sad days, the pressures of not fitting in. On her eleventh 

birthday, Hope is shocked to learn that Grace is real. Hope decides 

to find Grace. But, like most adventures, things do not go exactly as 

planned.

SECOND STORY PRESS | 9781927583258 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 9-11 | Grades 4-6 

Language Arts | Ebook available | Author available for school visits 

Also available: The Way Home by Becky Citra

So Much for Democracy
Kari Jones 

Twelve-year-old Astrid has come to Ghana with her family in 1979 

so that her father can help oversee Ghana’s first democratic election. 

Astrid and her brother, Gordo, were told it would be a great family 

adventure, but they soon find out that everything about Ghana is 

difficult—the heat, the food, the threat of disease, the soldiers on the 

roads and the schools.

 

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS | 9781459804814 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 9-12 | Grades 4-7 

Language Arts | Ebook available | Also available: Out of Season by Kari Jones

http://www.dundurn.com/books/jake_and_giant_hand
http://www.dundurn.com
https://twitter.com/phdowding
http://www.dundurn.com/books/strange_gift_gwendolyn_golden
http://www.dundurn.com/books/strange_gift_gwendolyn_golden
http://secondstorypress.ca/books/299-finding-grace
http://secondstorypress.ca/
http://secondstorypress.ca/books/278-the-way-home
http://www.orcabook.com/productdetails.cfm?PC=1999
http://www.orcabook.com/
http://www.orcabook.com/productdetails.cfm?PC=1837
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Arrow through the Axes
Patrick Bowman 

Arrow through the Axes concludes the Odyssey of a Slave tril-

ogy that began with the Red Maple–nominated Torn from Troy, 

retelling Homer’s Odyssey. The slave Alexi, now free of his Greek 

captors, infiltrates the Greek strongholds of the Bronze Age in 

search of his sister. Re-casting the Odyssey as a young readers’ 

adventure, this trilogy brings ancient mythology to life in a way 

that traditional retellings cannot. 

RONSDALE PRESS | 9781553803232 | $11.95 | PB | Ages 10-12 | Grades 4-6 

History (Greek mythology) | Ebook available | Author available for school visits 

Also available: Submarine Outlaw by Philip Roy

Totally Unrelated
Tom Ryan 

Neil plays guitar with his family’s band, the Family McClintock, 

even though he doesn’t like the Celtic music they play. Every per-

formance reminds him that he isn’t as talented as the rest of the 

family. When his buddy Bert convinces him to form a rock band 

and enter a local talent show, Neil’s playing improves, but it all 

comes to a head when Neil has to choose between an important 

gig with the family band and the talent show. 

 

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS | 9781459804586 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 11-14 | Grades 6-9 

Language Arts | Performing Arts | Ebook available 

Also available: Tag Along by Tom Ryan

http://ronsdalepress.com/books/arrow-through-the-axes/
http://ronsdalepress.com/
http://ronsdalepress.com/books/submarine-outlaw/
http://orcabook.com/limelights/totallyunrelated.html
http://orcabook.com
http://www.orcabook.com/productdetails.cfm?PC=1902
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Participating Publishers

Annick Press
WWW.ANNICKPRESS.COM

Dundurn
WWW.DUNDURN.COM

Fitzhenry & Whiteside
WWW.FITZHENRY.CA

Groundwood Books
WWW.GROUNDWOODBOOKS.COM

Kids Can Press
WWW.KIDSCAN.COM

Orca Book Publishers
WWW.ORCABOOK.COM

Owlkids Books
WWW.OWLKIDSBOOKS.COM

Red Deer Press
WWW.REDDEERPRESS.COM

Ronsdale Press
WWW.RONSDALEPRESS.COM

Second Story Press
WWW.SECONDSTORYPRESS.COM

http://www.annickpress.com
http://www.dundurn.com
http://www.fitzhenry.ca
http://www.groundwoodbooks.com
http://www.kidscan.com
http://www.orcabook.com
http://www.owlkidsbooks.com
http://www.reddeerpress.com
http://www.ronsdalepress.com
http://www.secondstorypress.com
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Author visits

Looking to book an author to visit a classroom or library in your  community? 

Here are a few suggestions. Provincial Arts Councils and Writers’ Guilds 

can also assist with bringing creators into your schools. And remember that 

many authors and illustrators have their own websites where they can be 

contacted directly. 

Authors’ Booking Service
WWW.AUTHORSBOOKING.COM

Canadian Children’s Book Centre
HTTP://WWW.BOOKCENTRE.CA/AUTHOR_AND_ILLUSTRATOR_DIRECTORY/

The Canada Council for the Arts
HTTP://CANADACOUNCIL.CA/

CANSCAIP  
(Canadian Society for Children’s Authors, Illustrators & Performers)

HTTP://WWW.CANSCAIP.ORG/SCHOOL/LIBRARYVISITS

The League of Canadian Poets
HTTP://POETS.CA/LINKS/WRITERS-IN-SCHOOLS-PROGRAMS/

The Writers’ Union of Canada
HTTP://WWW.WRITERSUNION.CA/CONTENT/WRITERS-SCHOOLS
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http://www.authorsbooking.com
http://www.bookcentre.ca/author_and_illustrator_directory/all/a
http://canadacouncil.ca
http://www.canscaip.org/School/LibraryVisits
http://poets.ca/links/writers-in-schools-programs/
http://www.writersunion.ca/content/writers-schools


Find your next great 
Canadian read at 49thShelf.com 

70,000+ titles | New releases each week | Book lists 
Original editorial | Reader ratings and reviews

New library services for 2014: Reader advisory service | 
Librarian review archives | Annotations for reading levels

and curriculum links | Advanced search features

Special registration for librarians and educators:
49thshelf.com/librarians 
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