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New Selections for
K–8 & High School, FALL 2014
We are pleased to present the latest selection of Top Grade titles
for students in K-12. These samples come to you free of charge.
The format of our catalogue has changed, but the list continues
to reflect the best that independent Canadian publishers have
to offer for classroom use. From picture books to science fiction,
there is something for everyone.
We encourage you to enjoy the review copies included in the
mailing, share the books and catalogues with your colleagues,
and purchase any titles you’re interested in from your preferred
wholesaler or bookseller. Thank you for your continued
enthusiasm for Canadian books and authors!

MUSIC IS FOR EVERYONE
JILL BARBER

Illustrated by Sydney Smith
Music is for Everyone is sure to get you excited about making
music! Singer-songwriter Jill Barber takes her young readers
through many different kinds of music—hip hop, jazz, classical,
folk—and instruments in an energetic, rhyming tour. Sydney
Smith’s gleeful illustrations capture all the joy that comes from
making music—in all its forms!
NIMBUS PUBLISHING • 9781771081504
$19.95 • HC • Ages 4-6 • Grades K-2 • Music • Performing Arts • Language Arts
Author available for school visits • @jillbarber | @sydneydraws
Also available: Baby’s Lullaby by Jill Barber

A WOODPECKER’S TALE

Written & Illustrated by SEAN CASSIDY
Young woodpecker Pierce has decided he is old enough
to venture out on his own. He will prove to his mother
that he is old enough to stretch his wings and be independent and responsible! When he ventures into the forest he finds that it isn’t going to be as easy as he thought.
All of the trees he finds seem perfect —but they already
have other animals making their homes there.
 ITZHENRY & WHITESIDE • 9781554552849 • $18.95 • HC •
F
Ages 4-6 • Grades K-2 • Language Arts • Social Studies
Science • Author available for school visits
Also available: Kazaak! by Sean Cassidy
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Reader advisory service | Librarian reviews
49thshelf.com/librarians

ANY QUESTIONS?
WRITTEN & ILLUSTRATED BY MARIE-LOUISE GAY

Many children want to know where stories come from and
how a book is made. Marie-Louise Gay’s new picture book
provides them with some delightfully inspiring answers in
a fictional encounter between an author and some very
curious children, who collaborate on writing and illustrating
a story.
GROUNDWOOD BOOKS • 9781554983827
$19.95 • HC • Ages 6-8 • Grades 2-4
Language Arts • Teacher Guide available
Also available: Sam! A Little Treasury by M
 arie-Louise Gay

MORGAN’S GOT GAME
TED STAUNTON

Illustrated by Bill Slavin
Morgan is left out of the loop when everyone begins bringing their
M8Y Game Wizards to school and playing at recess and lunch.
Finally his parents relent—but Morgan learns that gaming is more
trouble than it’s worth. Morgan, the most popular of all the characters featured in the First Novels collection, is at his loveable best in
this humorous, true-to-life story.
FORMAC • 9781459503342 • $5.95 • PB
Ages 6-9 • Grades 2-4 • Language Arts • Reading • Ebook available
Author available for school visits • Also available: Morgan On Ice
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SAVING SAMMY

OUR HEROES

ERIC WALTERS

How Kids Are Making a Difference

Illustrated by Amy Meissner
After Morgan’s backyard is flooded by the nearby river, her dog, Shire,
finds a baby beaver that has been washed out of its den. Realizing that
its parents aren’t coming back, Morgan must quickly learn to care for the
beaver, which she names Sammy. Morgan’s parents warn her that he
can’t stay with them forever. Will Morgan be able to find a safe home for
Sammy?

WRITTEN & ILLUSTRATED BY JANET WILSON

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459804999 • $6.95 • PB • Ages 7-9 • Grades 2-4
Language Arts • Science • Teacher Guide available • Ebook available
@EricRWalters • Author available for school visits
Also available: Skye Above by Eric Walters

SECOND STORY PRESS • 9781927583418 • $18.95 • HC • Ages 8-10
Grades 3-5 • Language Arts • Social Studies • Author available for school visits
Also available: Our Rights by Janet Wilson

Presents ten young activists from around the globe who are on a
mission to improve the lives of others, with each story illustrated
by a portrait capturing each child’s spirit. From a boy in Ghana
who raised money for famine victims in Somalia, to an American
girl who started a charity to buy food for shelter animals. The third
book in Janet Wilson’s series about children making a difference.

TASTES LIKE MUSIC

5 ELEPHANTS

17 Quirks of the Brain and Body

ROB LAIDLAW

MARIA BIRMINGHAM

5 Elephants tells the stories of five famous elephants, some heartbreaking and some hopeful. Meet Echo, who thrived in her natural
environment, Lucy, who lives alone in a Canadian zoo and Tarra,
an entertainment elephant who is now living out her days at a
sanctuary. You’ll also discover why Tusko, a travelling entertainment
elephant, had such a tragic life, and you’ll meet Thandora, a zoo
elephant who was given a new life in the wild.

Illustrated by Monika Melnychuk
Tastes Like Music looks at exceptional traits of the human body and
how they change the way that some people live in and experience
the world. The intriguing research is supported by firsthand interviews. This is the fascinating story of exceptions to the so-called rules
of the human brain and body.
OWLKIDS BOOKS • 9781771470834 • $11.95
PB • Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6 • Science • Author available for school visits
Also available: Weird Zone: Sports by Maria Birmingham

FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE • 9781554553167
$19.95 • HC • Ages 7-9 • Grades 2-4 • Social Studies • English • Science-Biology
Ebook available • @RobLaidlawBooks • Author available for school visits
Also available: Saving Lives and Changing Hearts: Animal Sanctuaries and Rescue
Centers by Rob Laidlaw

PROJECT SUPERHERO
E. PAUL ZEHR

Illustrated by Kris Pearn
Join 13-year-old Jessie as she keeps a diary of her class’s yearlong
research project on superheroes, which culminates in the Superhero
Slam: a head-to-head debate battle! Combining science facts, lively
illustrations, and comic-book trivia with actual correspondence from
superhumans such as NYPD Sergeant Mike Bruen, Olympian Clara
Hughes, and Captain Marvel writer Kelly Sue DeConnick, Project
Superhero is a celebration of the heroes among us and of one girl’s
super-secret identity: herself.

THE MAGICIAN OF AUSCHWITZ
KATHY KACER

Illustrated by Gillian Newland
Werner is a boy alone in the Auschwitz concentration camp. He shares
his bunk with a quiet man named Herr Levin. One night Werner is
woken by the sound of prison guards yelling at Herr Levin. “Do your
magic!” they order him. Magic? In Auschwitz? Werner never expected
to meet a magician in such a sad and frightening place. His life will be
forever changed by their friendship. Based on a true story.
SECOND STORY PRESS • 9781927583463 • $18.95 • HC • Ages 7-9
Grades 2-4 • Language Arts • History • Author available for school visits
Also available: The Secret of the Village Fool by Rebecca Upjohn

ECW PRESS • 9781770411807 • $13.95 • HC • Ages 9-12 • Grades 4-6
Language Arts • Science • Teacher Guide available • Ebook available
Author available for school visits
Also available: The Dead Kid Detective Agency by Evan Munday

MINGAN MY VILLAGE

SOMETHING WIKI

POEMS BY INNU CHILDREN

SUZANNE SUTHERLAND

Illustrated by Rogé
Quebec illustrator Rogé has created a series of portraits to accompany
poems written by Innu schoolchildren in this beautiful collection of art
and poetry. Given a platform to be heard, the children chose to transport readers far away from the difficulties and problems related to their
realities to see the beauty that surrounds them in nature.

Something Wiki is a light-hearted contemporary middle-grade novel
narrated by twelve-year-old Jo Waller, who idolizes her older brother
and uses Wikipedia as a secret diary. But when her brother and his
girlfriend move back to the family home, Jo’s whole world is thrown
into chaos.
DUNDURN • 9781459728219 • $12.99 • PB • Ages 8-10 • Grades 3-5
Language Arts • Ebook available • @sutherlandsuz
Author available for school visits
Also available: Girl on the Other Side by Deborah Kerbel

FIFTH HOUSE PUBLISHERS • 9781927083246 • $14.95 • PB • Ages 8-10
Grades 3-5 • Aboriginal Studies • Canadian/Social Studies
English/Language Arts • Ebook available
Also available: Haiti My Country, poems by Haitian schoolchildren,
illustrations by Rogé

A BRUSH FULL OF COLOUR
The World of Ted Harrison

Participating Publishers

MARGRIET RUURS AND KATHERINE GIBSON

The true story of how a boy’s passion for learning saved him
from a life in England’s coal mines and led him to a career as
an internationally acclaimed artist and illustrator, famed for his
images of Canada’s north. Includes full-colour reproductions of
Ted Harrison’s art and a preface by the artist himself.
PAJAMA PRESS • 9781927485637 • $22.95 • HC • Ages 8+ • Grades 3+
Biography • Art • Visual Arts • Teacher Guide available
Author available for school visits • @margrietruurs

OUR FLAG

The Story of Canada’s Maple Leaf
ANN-MAUREEN OWENS AND JANE YEALLAND

Illustrated by Bill Slavin and Esperança Melo
The definitive guide to Canada’s flag for young readers, Our Flag
explores fun facts about the national banner and its provincial ones,
as well as flags from around the world and throughout history. From
the story behind the iconic maple leaf design to step-by-step instructions on making your own flag, this is a must-read for Canadian
children.
KIDS CAN PRESS • 9781771381123 • $9.95 • PB • Ages 7-9 • Grades 2-4
Social Studies • Canadian History • Citizenship
Also available: The Kids Book of Canadian Exploration by Ann-Maureen Owens
and Jane Yealland

ANNICK PRESS

KIDS CAN PRESS

www.annickpress.com

www.kidscan.com

BREAKWATER BOOKS

NIMBUS PUBLISHING

www.breakwaterbooks.com

www.nimbus.ca

COTEAU BOOKS

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS

www.coteaubooks.com

www.orcabook.com

DUNDURN

OWLKIDS BOOKS

www.dundurn.com

www.owlkidsbooks.com

ECW PRESS

PAJAMA PRESS

www.ecwpress.com

pajamapress.ca

FIFTH HOUSE PUBLISHERS

PORTAGE & MAIN PRESS

www.fifthhousepublishers.ca

www.portageandmainpress.com

FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE

RED DEER PRESS

www.fitzhenry.ca

www.reddeerpress.com

FORMAC

RONSDALE PRESS

www.formac.ca

www.ronsdalepress.com

GROUNDWOOD BOOKS

SECOND STORY PRESS

www.groundwoodbooks.com

www.secondstorypress.com
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WEREDUCK

HATE MAIL

DAVE ATKINSON

MONIQUE POLAK

Kate’s family has told her that on her thirteenth birthday she’ll hear the
“Whooooo” call of the moon, and howl back, and become a werewolf
just like them. But she doesn’t want to be a werewolf. She’s always felt
more like a duck. On the night of her birthday, Kate stands near her
family’s cabin in the backwoods of New Brunswick and hears the moon
calling—but it sounds like more of a “Whooooo?” as in “Who are you?”
and Kate does what she’s always wanted to do—she quacks. Quack,
quack, quacks.

Jordie’s cousin Todd has moved back to Montreal and is attending
Jordie’s high school. But Todd has autism and is ostracized in school.
Jordie does everything he can to distance himself from his cousin, fearful of what his friends might think. When he learns that Todd’s whole
family is buckling under the pressure of a hateful letter, Jordie starts to
question his own behavior.
ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459807754
$9.95 • PB • Ages 10-14 • Grades 6-9 • Language Arts • Social Studies
Teacher Guide available • Ebook available • @monique_polak
Author available for school visits

NIMBUS PUBLISHING • 9781771082198 • $9.95 • PB • Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6
Language Arts • Creative Writing • English • Ebook available
Author available for school visits • @davyay
Also available: Sinking Deeper by Steve Vernon

THE END OF THE LINE

HONEYCOMB

SHARON E. MCKAY

PATRICIA MCCOWAN

A moving novel about ordinary citizens who risk everything to save a
young Jewish girl in wartime Amsterdam.

When Nat, her best friend Jess and singing-star wannabe Harper sing
together, their harmonies bring down the house. For Nat, the experience sparks a driving new desire to perform. But when the girls form
a trio and enter a contest for a chance to play at the Tall Grass Music
Festival, Nat finds that harmony—musical and otherwise—is hard to
maintain.

ANNICK PRESS • 9781554516582 • $12.95 • PB
Ages 8-11 • Grades 3-7 • Language Arts • History
Ebook available • Author available for school visits
Also available: Thunder over Kandahar by Sharon E. McKay

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459805798
$9.95 • PB • Ages 11-14 • Grades 6-9 • Language Arts • Arts Education/Music
Ebook available • @PatriciaMcCowan • Author available for school visits

RED RIVER RAGING

DANCE OF THE BANISHED

Disaster Strikes! Book 8

MARSHA FORCHUK SKRYPUCH

A teenager leaves his fiancée behind in their Anatolian village to make
a new life in Canada for them both. But when WWI breaks out, he is
sent to an internment camp while his betrothed struggles to survive
and find a way to join him.

PENNY DRAPER

13-year-old Finn Armstrong, exiled to his grandmother’s farm in
southern Manitoba, winds up fighting the Red River flood of 1997 – the
biggest flood in over 170 years.
COTEAU BOOKS • 9781550505849 • $10.95 • PB
Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6 • History • Geography
Language Arts • Teacher Guide available • Ebook available
Author available for school visits
Also available: The Disaster Strikes! Series

PAJAMA PRESS • 9781927485651 • $15.95 • PB • Ages 12-14 • Grades 7-9
History - Middle East, Canada • WWI Internment • Emigration
Teacher Guide available • @MarshaSkrypuch
Author available for school visits

THE WHITE ONEIDA

THE POET: PAULINE JOHNSON

JEAN RAE BAXTER

DAVID ALEXANDER ROBERTSON

This adventure novel follows Broken Trail, a young boy who was born
white but captured and adopted by the Oneida people. The great
Mohawk leader Thayendanegea has chosen Broken Trail to assist him
in his mission to unite all the tribes by establishing a country of their
own. In preparation, Broken Trail must attend a Christian school for
native youth, a place where appearances can be deceiving and loyalty
is sometimes proven in unexpected ways.

Illustrated by Scott B. Henderson
From best-selling author David Alexander Robertson comes a new
graphic novel, The Poet: Pauline Johnson. Renowned as the “Mohawk
Princess,” Pauline recited her poems to audiences throughout North
America, making her among the most beloved literary figures of the
Edwardian era. The Poet is one of six books in the Tales from Big Spirit
graphic novel series, which delves into the stories of great Indigenous
heroes from Canadian history.

RONSDALE PRESS • 9781553803324 • $11.95 • PB • Ages 10-12 • Grades 5-7
Social Studies • Aboriginal Studies • Language Arts
Ebook available • @JeanRaeBaxter • Author available for school visits
Also available: The Way Lies North by Jean Rae Baxter

PORTAGE & MAIN PRESS • 9781553794813 • $16.95 • PB • Ages 10-12
Grades 4-6 • Language Arts • Aboriginal Studies • History
Teacher Guide available • Ebook available • @_DaveARobertson
Author available for school visits
Also available: Tales from Big Spirit graphic novel series

THE COMIC BOOK WAR
JACQUELINE GUEST

LIFE LINES

Can three comic-book superheroes, and a rock that falls from the sky,
really protect Robert Tourond’s brothers as they fight in Europe during
World War II?

The Lanier Phillips Story
CHRISTINE WELLDON

African-American serviceman Lanier Phillips was just eighteen years
old when he was rescued from a sinking warship off the coast of
Newfoundland in 1942 – a turn of events that transformed his life and
ignited a lasting passion for civil rights. A true story brought to life by
Christine Welldon, author of The Children of Africville and Vic Steinberg:
Reporter in Disguise.

COTEAU BOOKS • 9781550505825 • $12.95 • PB
Ages 11-13 • Grades 6-8 • History • Social Studies
Indigenous Peoples • Teacher Guide available
Ebook available • Author available for school visits
Also available: Outcasts of River Falls by Jacqueline Guest

BREAKWATER BOOKS • 9781550815511 • $16.95
PB • Ages 10-12 • Grades 5-7 • Language Arts • History/Biography
Social Justice/Civil Rights • Author available for school visits

Author Visits

THE CANADA COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS

canadacouncil.ca
Looking to book an author to visit a classroom or library in your c ommunity?
Here are a few suggestions. Provincial Arts Councils and Writers’ Guilds can also
assist with bringing creators into your schools. And remember that many authors
and illustrators have their own websites where they can be contacted directly.

CANSCAIP

(Canadian Society for Children’s Authors, Illustrators & Performers)
www.canscaip.org/School/LibraryVisits

AUTHORS’ BOOKING SERVICE

THE LEAGUE OF CANADIAN POETS

www.authorsbooking.com

poets.ca/links/writers-in-schools-programs

CANADIAN CHILDREN’S BOOK CENTRE

THE WRITERS’ UNION OF CANADA

www.directory.bookcentre.ca

www.writersunion.ca/content/writers-schools
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For High School

LIVES OF KINGS
LUCY LEIDERMAN

ESCAPE FROM TIBET
A True Story

NICK GRAY WITH LAURA SCANDIFFIO

Two young brothers from Tibet embark on a treacherous journey
across the Himalayas in search of freedom from Chinese oppression.
ANNICK PRESS • 9781554516629 • $12.95 • PB
Ages 13-16 • Grades 8-11 • Social Studies
Language Arts • Ebook available

After fighting to keep her magic powers and recover the memories of
her past life in Britannia, Gwen now must race against time to reunite
her friends and stop three ancient magicians from tearing the world
apart.
DUNDURN • 9781459723559 • $12.99 • PB
Ages 13-15 • Grades 8-10 • Language Arts
Ebook available • @lucyleid
Author available for school visits
Also available: Lives of Magic by Lucy Leiderman

DEPTH OF FIELD
CHANTEL GUERTIN

THE EHRICH WEISZ CHRONICLES Demon Gate
MARTY CHAN

After following his brother Dash through a mysterious portal, Ehrich
Weisz, the future illusionist Harry Houdini, finds himself in an alternate
New York City. Ripped from the comfort of his home and family, Ehrich
must find a way to survive in this new world, while keeping his true origins secret. Set in a fantastic steampunk-inspired reality, Demon Gate is
the first book in an exciting new series The Ehrich Weisz Chronicles.
FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE • 9781554553068
$12.95 • PB • Ages 13-15 • Grades 8-10
English • History • Science • Ebook available
Author available for school visits • @Marty_Chan
Also available: The Ehrich Weisz Chronicles: Infinity Coil by Marty Chan

Two weeks in New York City should be the time of Pippa’s life: she’s
attending the prestigious Tisch Photography Camp. But bliss turns
into chaos when her one and only nemesis, Ben Baxter, proves to be
more complex than she imagined, and her Tisch mentor, a renowned
photographer, seems to have a lot more to do with her parents’ past
than anyone wants her to know. Is Pippa out of her depth?
ECW PRESS • 9781770411838 • $9.95 • PB
Ages 13-16 • Grades 8-11
Language Arts/English • Teacher Guide available
Ebook available • @chantelguertin
Author available for school visits
Also available: The Rule of Thirds by Chantel Guertin

PLAYING WITH MATCHES
SURI ROSEN

ABOUT THAT NIGHT
NORAH McCLINTOCK

In the depths of winter, a woman wanders off in the snow. She is a popular former teacher and wife of a local policeman. A full-blown search
begins. Meanwhile, Jordie’s boyfriend Derek has disappeared. Did he
run away? Or did something happen to him? Is there a connection
between the two disappearances? As Jordie slowly starts unraveling
the truth, she finds that nothing about that night is as it seems.
ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459805941
$12.95 • PB • Ages 12+ • Grades 7-12
Language Arts • Ebook available
Author available for school visits
Also available: She Said/She Saw by Norah McClintock

SEARCH AND RESCUE
GAIL ANDERSON-DARGATZ

When a young woman goes missing on a nature trail, small-town
journalist Claire Abbott is first on the scene. The clues to the woman’s
whereabouts are misleading, but Claire has a sixth sense—what the fire
chief calls a “radar for crime.” Trusting her intuition, Claire insists that
the search and rescue team look elsewhere for clues to the woman’s
disappearance. When they disregard her advice, Claire proceeds into
dangerous territory alone.
ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459805767
$9.95 • PB • Ages 12+ • Grades 7-12 • Language Arts • Teacher Guide available
Ebook available • @AndersonDargatz • Author available for school visits
Also available: If It Bleeds by Linda L. Richards

When 16-year-old Raina Resnick is expelled from her Manhattan
private school, she’s sent to live with her strict aunt. In the tight-knit
Jewish community, Raina finds she is good at one thing: matchmaking! As the anonymous “Match- Maven,” Raina’s double life soon has
her barely staying awake in class. Can she find the perfect match for
her sister and get back on her good side, or will her tanking grades
mean a second expulsion?
ECW PRESS • 9781770411821 • $12.95 • PB
Ages 13-16 • Grades 8-11
Language Arts/English • Jewish Studies
Ebook available • Author available for school visits

SWIMMERS
AMY BRIGHT

Three young people together on a bus. Lee has come to get Hunter to
bring him back to the place he dreads but where he has to be. Poppy is
escaping the isolation she’s felt since her dad went away. It’s a journey
fraught with memories, one which compels each of them to confront
a tough reality.
RED DEER PRESS • 9780889955134 • $12.95 • PB
Ages 15-17 • Grades 10-12 • English
Social Studies • Family Studies
Ebook available • @abright20
Author available for school visits
Also available: Before We Go by Amy Bright

HOW I WON THE WAR FOR THE ALLIES
One Sassy Canadian Soldier’s Story
DORIS GREGORY

HOMECOMING
DIANE DAKERS

Fiona’s dad has just returned home after sixteen months and eight
days in jail. He’s been away so long, it’s an uncomfortable reunion for
Fiona and her mom, who have suffered financially, emotionally and
socially in his absence. But he was wrongly accused of a crime he
didn’t commit. Or did he? Fiona thought she knew him. But now that
he’s home, everyone is treating him like a criminal.
ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459808034
$9.95 • PB • Ages 12+ • Grades 7-12 • Language Arts • Social Studies
Teacher Guide available • Ebook available • @dianedakers
Author available for school visits
Also available: Back by Norah McClintock

TIME OF TREASON
SUSAN M. MACDONALD

The second book by Moonbeam winner, Susan M. Macdonald. Picking
up where Edge of Time left off, Time of Treason continues the story of
Riley and Alec, otherwise normal teens whose special genetic traits
grant them powers – powers that also make them targets for the extraterrestrial Tyons. After time-shifting back to the start of their adventures, Alec finds himself out of the frying pan and into the fire. Can Riley
save him? Or is Alec just a pawn of time?
BREAKWATER BOOKS • 9781550814712
$15.95 • PB • Ages 13-15 • Grades 8-10 • Language Arts • Ebook available
Author available for school visits
Also available: Edge of Time by Susan M. MacDonald

Doris Gregory takes us back over 70 years to when she joined the Canadian Women’s Army Corps at the brink of WWII. Travelling across the
Atlantic at the height of U-boat infestation, we get a behind-the-scenes
look at office work during wartime and gain first-hand perspective
of a woman soldier’s life in WWII. Both enlightening and exciting, this
memoir offers adventures aplenty.
RONSDALE PRESS • 9781553803171 • $21.95
PB • Ages 15-17 • Grades 10-12 • History • Canadian Studies • Language Arts
Ebook available • Author available for BC school visits
Also available: Women Overseas: Memoirs of the Canadian Red Cross Corps ed. by
Frances Martin Day, Phyllis Spence & Barbara Ladouceur
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Buy local! To purchase books, contact your preferred wholesaler or bookseller.
A list is available at www.publishers.ca/topgrade.
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