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Dear Educator,
We hope you have had a relaxing summer, enjoying a well-deserved rest. In
preparation for the new school year, TOP GRADE publishers have been busy and
are pleased to present this fall’s selection of thirty-three new Canadian-authored
books for children in grades K to 8 for classroom use and independent reading.

What is new?
More books than ever are available electronically, especially at the upper grades. As well, publishers continue to develop teacher guides to support
classroom instruction and student understanding, of themselves and of their world.
The sites of participating publishers are included at the back of the catalogue. We
encourage you to take time to review their lists to discover the wealth of awardwinning books by some of Canada’s best authors and illustrators.
To help with the ease of ordering, we have once again a long list of Canadian
school and library suppliers, including great children’s bookstores, eager to be of
service.
Your support of TOP GRADE has been outstanding. The feedback from the
postcards and emails is really wonderful. You can see from the quotes in ‘Best
Books for Kids and Teens’ this initiative is filling a need and we are grateful for your
continued involvement.
Please spread the word and let us know how we can help you bring the best
books to our best readers, your students. Email us at top.grade@canbook.org.
Thank you!
THE TOP GRADE PARTICIPATING PUBLISHERS

www.publishers.ca/topgrade

W is for Wapiti! An Alphabet Songbook
Christiane Duchesne and Paul Kunigis, Illustrated by Geneviève Côté
L earning the alphabet is bound to be fun with these 24 simply worded
songs by Juno Award-winner Paul Kunigis and Governor General
Award-winner Christiane Duchesne. This book-CD combo takes you
on a wild and sensational musical odyssey through the letters A to Z.
Zany, hilarious characters come to life through expressive watercolour illustrations by Governor General Award-winner Geneviève Côté
highlighting each catchy lyric.

| 9782923163834 | $22.95 | HC with CD | Ages 4-6
Language Arts | Music | Ebook available
Also available: A Duck in New York City by Connie Kaldor and Fil & Julie
THE SECRET MOUNTAIN

| Grades K-2

	    A Few Bites
Written & Illustrated by Cybèle Young
J ust as in A Few Blocks an ordinary event seen through a child’s
eyes becomes an amazing adventure. This time Ferdie and
Viola switch back and forth between the lunch table and the
elaborate fantasy worlds they imagine. At the end of the story,
the world of the imagination and the everyday magically come
together, and Viola and Ferdie each enjoy a few bites.

| 9781554982950 | $18.95 | HC | Ages 4-7 | Grades K-3
Critical and Creative Thinking Skills | Healthy and Active Living | Healthy Eating Practices
Also available: A Few Blocks by Cybèle Young
GROUNDWOOD BOOKS

Big City Bees
Maggie de Vries, Illustrated by Renné Benoit
V ivid writing and luminous art combine to tell a modern story that introduces young readers to the wonders of bees. Sophie and Matthew long
to grow pumpkins in the big city. But first, they need some bees. Will
they come? Join Sophie and Matthew on their adventure planting seeds,
finding bees and watching their pumpkins grow. A section of bee facts
provides a framework for classroom discussions.

| 9781553659068 | $19.95 | HC | Ages 4-7 | Grades K-3
Nature and Environment | Science and Technology: Life Systems | Ebook available
Also available: Tale of a Great White Fish by Maggie de Vries and Renné Benoit
GREYSTONE BOOKS
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Morgan Gets Cracking
Ted Staunton, Illustrated by Bill Slavin
Ted Staunton’s beloved character Morgan returns in this charming beginner
chapter book. Morgan struggles to like the new kid, Curtis, who brags about
his juggling, karate and guitar skills.

| 9781459500747 | $5.95 | PB | Ages 6-9
Language Arts | Chapter Books | Early Reading | Ebook available
Also available: Morgan and the Dune Racer by Ted Staunton
FORMAC PUBLISHING COMPANY

| Grades 1-3

Justine McKeen, Walk the Talk
Sigmund Brouwer, Illustrated by Dave Whamond
Meet Justine McKeen. She’s the Queen of Green! She talks a little too much,
bosses a little too much and tells the truth, just not all at once. In this second
book in the Queen of Green series, Justine comes up with a solution that
helps form the “walking schoolbus.”

| 9781554699292 | $6.95 | PB | Ages 7-9 | Grades 2-4
| | Ebook available

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS

Early Chapter Books

ESL

What’s for Lunch?
How Schoolchildren Eat Around the World
Andrea Curtis, Illustrated by Yvonne Duivenvoorden
 hether their school is under a banyan tree or in a brick structure in
W
the heart of a city, all children need a healthy lunch to be able to learn
and grow. In What’s For Lunch? Andrea Curtis reveals the variety and
inequality to be found in the food consumed by young people in typical school lunches from thirteen countries around the world. Includes
graphic colour photos of each lunch, and stimulating sidebars.
RED DEER PRESS

| 9780889954823 | $12.95 | PB | Ages 7-9 | Grades 2-4
| Social Studies | Geography

Food and Nutrition
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The Salmon Twins
Written & Illustrated by Caroll Simpson
Inspired by First Nations’ stories, The Salmon Twins tells the tale of the
transformation of young twins. It shows how working together keeps
a community healthy. Written for children aged 3 to 10, this charming
story is illustrated with Simpson’s vibrant colour paintings that celebrate First Nations culture. A glossary of mythical creatures and sea
life provides informative teaching points and invites further exploration
of West Coast cultures for children, parents and teachers.

| 9781927051528 | $24.95
Children’s Fiction | Aboriginal Studies | Ebook available
Also available: The First Mosquito by Caroll Simpson
HERITAGE HOUSE PUBLISHING

| HC | Ages 6-8 | Grades 1-3

Ava and the Little Folk
Alan Neal and Neil Christopher, Illustrated by Jonathan Wright
In the Arctic, tales of tiny people who live on the land abound. This children’s story follows the adventures of an orphan named Ava who is left
to fend for himself by the adults in his village. One day, cold and alone,
Ava stumbles upon a group of magical dwarves who finally show him
how it feels to have a home of his own.

| 9781927095027 | $14.00 | HC | Ages 7-11 | Grades 3-5
| Aboriginal Studies

INHABIT MEDIA

Folklore

Quests for Fire Tales from Many Lands
Jon Stott, Illustrated by Theo Dombrowski
 ith over 50 years’ experience teaching children’s literature, Jon Stott is
W
an expert in the art of storytelling. Join Jon in this exploration and retelling
of stories from around the world about the vital importance fire has played
in history: what life was like without fire, how people first acquired it and
how it changed their lives. With stories from New Zealand, Mexico, Russia
and five other countries, Quests for Fire is perfect for children, parents and
educators.

| 9781927051597 | $12.95 | PB | Ages 8-10 | Grades 3-5
Juvenile Fiction | Language Arts | Ebook available
HERITAGE HOUSE PUBLISHING

Also available: A Book of Tricksters by Jon Stott
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The Secret of the Village Fool
Rebecca Upjohn, Illustrated by Renné Benoit
From the award-winning author of Lily and the Paper Man comes the
true story of an unexpected hero from WWII. Anton was dismissed by
the people of his village, but his bravery saved two young Jewish boys,
Milek and Munio, and their family from capture by the Nazis.

| 9781926920757 | $18.95 | HC | Ages 8-10
Language Arts | History | Holocaust
Also available: Lily and the Paper Man by Rebecca Upjohn
SECOND STORY PRESS

| Grades 3-5

A Long Way From Home
Alice Walsh
Rabia and Colin are on a plane bound for New York on the fateful
morning of September 11, 2001. Rabia is escaping Afghanistan, Colin
is heading home to the US. Forced to land in Gander, Newfoundland,
they come to an understanding despite their cultural divide. They
find a hope for the future that was almost lost in the harsh events
unfolding around them, helped by the kindness of their unexpected
hosts in Gander.

| 9781926920795 | $11.95 | PB | Ages 9-11
Language Arts | Atlantic Canada | History | Ebook available
Also available: The Contest by Caroline Stellings
SECOND STORY PRESS

| Grades 4-6

Jason’s Why
Beth Goobie
Told in first person, Jason’s Why relates the story of a nine-year-old
boy who has been sent to a treatment centre. He is afraid of trusting these strange new adults in his life, but the kindness and care he
starts to receive allows him to gain the courage to tell them about his
fears —despite his concern that his mother will not take him back.

| 9780889954847 | $12.95 | PB
Language Arts | Social Studies | Family Studies
Also available: Born Ugly by Beth Goobie
RED DEER PRESS

| Ages 8-10 | Grades 3-5
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People Who Said No
Laura Scandiffio
Seven inspirational profiles of people who followed their moral compass to stand up against oppression, despite the danger to themselves.

| 9781554513826 | $14.95 | PB
Grades 4-7
Social Studies | History | Character Education
Also available: Evil Masters by Laura Scandiffio
ANNICK PRESS

| Ages 9-12 |

Great Writers from our First Nations
Kim Sigafus and Lyle Ernst
The newest in the First Nations Books for Young Readers series. A
celebration of ten writers who have challenged stereotypes, told
history from a perspective often silenced, and entertained millions of
readers. Biographies of ten writers including Tomson Highway, Nicola
Campbell, and Joseph Boyden.
SECOND STORY PRESS

| 9781926920856 | $10.95 | PB | Ages 10-

12 | Grades 5-7
Language Arts | Aboriginal Studies | Biography | Ebook available | Teacher Guide available
Also available: Environmentalists from our First Nations by Vincent Schilling

Cryptic Canada
Natalie Hyde, Illustrated by Matt Hammill
From buried treasure to ice mummies to bootleggers to shipwrecks,
curious readers need look no further than Cryptic Canada to discover
seven of the country’s most engaging unsolved mysteries.

| 9781926973432 | $12.95 | PB | Ages 10-12 | Grades 5-7
Social Studies – Canada | Cultures and Societies | History
Also available: On a Canadian Day written by Rona Arato and illustrated by Peter Ferguson
OWLKIDS BOOKS
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The Stamp Collector
Jennifer Lanthier, Illustrated by François Thisdale
A city boy finds a stamp that unlocks his imagination; a country boy is
captivated by stories. When they grow up, the two boys take different
paths—one becomes a prison guard, the other works in a factory—but
their early childhood passions remain. When the country boy’s stories of
hope land him in prison, the letters and stamps sent to him from faraway
places intrigue the prison guard and a unique friendship begins.

| 9781554552184 | $18.95
Social Issues | Language Arts | Global Citizenship
Also available: Highway of Heroes by Kathy Stinson
FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE

| HC | Ages 10-12 | Grades 5-7

I’ll Be Home Soon
Luanne Armstrong
Regan is a young girl living in the inner city while she searches for her
mother who has mysteriously disappeared. On the street, she must
learn who she can truly trust, and it is not always those whom she might
expect. Through her search for her mother, and in her connections with
the people who help and care for her, Regan discovers her own inner
strength and independence in this fast-paced and sensitive story.

| 9781553801801 | $11.95 | PB | Ages 10-13
Language Arts | Social Issues | Ebook available
Also available: Jeannie and the Gentle Giants by Luanne Armstrong
RONSDALE PRESS

| Grades 5-8

Outlaw in India
Philip Roy
In the fifth volume in the Submarine Outlaw series, Alfred and his crew
sail to India in their homemade submarine. Alfred befriends a ten-yearold homeless and illiterate but highly intelligent boy, and is given the
chance to explore India through the eyes of one of its “untouchables.”
Alfred cannot help falling in love with India, the most beautiful place he
has ever seen. And for the first time, he leaves a part of himself behind.

| 9781553801771 | $11.95 | PB
Language Arts | Social Studies | Ebook available
Also available: Ghosts of the Pacific by Philip Roy
RONSDALE PRESS

| Ages 10-13 | Grades 5-8
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The Lynching of Louie Sam
Elizabeth Stewart
Based on a true story, this powerful novel recalls the lynching of a
young Native youth for a crime he did not commit, and the boy who
sets out to uncover the truth.

| 9781554514380 | $12.95 | PB | Ages 10-14
Language Arts | History | Aboriginal Studies | Ebook available
Also available: The Night Wanderer by Drew Hayden Taylor
ANNICK PRESS

| Grades 5-9

Accro d’la planche (Skate Freak)
Lesley Choyce
Teenager Dorf is all about skateboarding, and so far that’s worked out
fine. But now that he’s in a new city, the terrain has changed. He’s no
longer free to skateboard where he wishes, school is more difficult and
his passion for skateboarding garners him the nickname and reputation of a freak. With daring stunts, he gains respect. This is the French
version of the Orca Current’s title, Skate Freak.

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS

Language Arts

|

French

| 9781459801936 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 10-14 | Grades 5-9
| Ebook available
Haze
Erin Thomas
Bram’s friend Jeremy wants to go public with information about a
hazing-related student death. The morning after he tells Bram this,
he’s injured in a hit-and-run accident. Now Jeremy is in a coma and
Bram is trying to follow the trail that he left. Part of the Orca Sports
series—high interest sports stories.

| 9781459800700 | $9.95 | PB | Ages
10-14 | Grades 5-9
Language Arts | Ebook available | Teacher Guide available
ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS
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Homo
Michael Harris
Will’s never been obvious about being gay. Not like Daniel, who takes
the heat (and the beatings) at their Chilliwack high school. But then
Will’s best friend outs him on Facebook and his small-town life starts
to spin out of control.
JAMES LORIMER & COMPANY

Ages 12-14

|

| 9781459401914 | $9.95 | PB

Grades 7-9

Language Arts | Social Issues/Relationships
Also available: Last Cut by Wren Handman

| LGBT | Ebook available

Harry Flammable
Frank O’Keeffe
High schooler Harry Flanagan dreams of working in the film industry.
When an epic movie begins filming in his town, he pleads with his high
school’s Work Experience counsellor to find him a placement. But will
Harry’s reputation as a fire starter, and his Harry Flammable nickname,
obstruct his ambition?

DUNDURN

| 9781459704541 | $12.99 | PB | Ages 11-15 | Grades 6-10
| Teacher Guide available

Language Arts | Drama/Performance Arts | Ebook available
Also available: The Boy From Left Field by Tom Henighan

Mac in the City of Light
Christopher Ward
Fourteen-year-old California girl Mackenzie, known as Mac, goes on
a school trip to Paris where she finds herself in league with a crew
of crazy cabbies and their friends. She encounters sinister, shadowy
characters who live in the Paris underground, a philosopher gendarme,
a gypsy who can dance people into dream states, and gargoyles that
come to life.

| 9781459706149 | $12.99 | PB | Ages 11-15 | Grades 6-10
Language Arts | History | Ebook available | Teacher Guide available
DUNDURN

Also available: Eldritch Manor by Kim Thompson

8
www.publishers.ca/topgrade

Willie O’Ree The Story of the First Black Player in the NHL
Nicole Mortillaro
New Brunswick native Willie O’Ree made NHL history in 1958 as the
first black player to take to the ice. This biography traces his story
from his Fredericton roots to his long career with the NHL.
JAMES LORIMER & COMPANY

| 9781459401952 | $9.95 | PB

Ages 12-14 | Grades 7-9 | Canadian History
Social Studies (Racism) | Sports (Hockey) | Ebook available
Also available: Jarome Iginla by Nicole Mortillar

Hockey Girl
Natalie Hyde
Tara’s softball team has been challenged by the boys to put together a
winning girls’ hockey team. The bet? Whichever team finishes lower in
its respective division will have to wear cheerleading outfits (complete
with skirts and pompoms) to the other team’s entire next season of
home games! Tara and her Roadrunners are determined not to give the
Hornets the satisfaction.

| 9781554552511 | $11.95 | PB | Ages 12-14 | Grades 7-9
Sports | Language Arts | Social Issues
FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE

Also available: Saving ARMPIT by Natalie Hyde

The Baby Experiment Teacher’s Resource Guide
Anne Dublin
This Teacher’s Guide has pre- and post-reading activities. It consists of
chapter summaries for teachers, as well as questions for students to
answer for each chapter. It has questions for discussion, and a reading
comprehension test.

| 9781459709089 | Complimentary PDF
Grades 7-9 | Language Arts | History
Also available: The Baby Experiment by Anne Dublin
DUNDURN

9
www.publishers.ca/topgrade

| Ages 12-14

The Darkest Corner of the World
Urve Tamberg
A fifteen-year-old girl in 1941 Estonia is forced into a dark corner: she
has to decide which of the twentieth century’s most notorious dictators she’d rather live under – Hitler or Stalin. Through the hardships of
war and invasion, she presses on with a desire to protect her father’s
manuscript, which tells the true history of Estonia, and not the history
told by those who have conquered the tiny nation.
DANCING CAT BOOKS

History (World War II)

| 9781770862142 | $14.95 | PB | Ages 12-14 | Grades 7-9
| Ebook available
Raw Deal
Melanie Jackson
A simple favour that turns deadly…
It’s a chance for the new kid, Colin, to score points with popular Jace
Turpin. All Colin has to do is take over Jace’s early-morning shift at the
burger joint. Flip some patties, sizzle up some fries… Easy. Then Colin
gets kidnapped. The simple favour turns into a complicated murder
puzzle—with Colin as the suspect. Now the heat is truly on.

PLAYFORT PUBLISHING

| 9780981316451 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 11-13 | Grades 7-9

Language Arts | Hi-Lo | Ebook available
Also available: No Way Out by Melanie Jackson

Running
Don Sawyer
Running is a fast-paced story about friendship, redemption, and the
triumph of love. Louie and Paul come from very different worlds.
Yet they have one thing in common—tragedies have shattered their
families. To bury their hurt, they run fast and relentlessly. An accident
on the trails brings the boys together, and an unlikely friendship grows.
Joined by Annie, they become a team—and hatch an outrageous plot
along the way!

| 9780981316468 | $13.95 | PB
Language Arts | Hi-Lo | Ebook available
Also available: The Lunch Bag Chronicles by Don Sawyer
PLAYFORT PUBLISHING

| Ages 12-14 | Grades 7-9
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Marathon Quest
Martin Parnell
On January 1, 2010, with the threat of heavy snowfall and sub-zero
temperatures, Martin Parnell set out to break a world record by
running 250 marathons in 12 months. Parnell wanted to achieve
something that nobody else had ever accomplished and raise
$250,000 for the charity Right To Play. Incredibly, the fifty-five-year-old
husband, father and grandfather would accomplish his goal and raise
nearly $400 000 and help thousands of kids around the world.

| 9781927330135 | $24.95 | PB | Ages 12-14 | Grades 7-9
| Ebook available

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BOOKS

Sports & Recreation

	
Rosewood Confidential
The Unofficial Companion to Pretty Little Liars
Liv Spencer
Rosewood Confidential is the first companion book to the dark deeds,
ugly secrets, and flashy fashion of Pretty Little Liars. Features an
episode guide to the first two seasons, bios of the stars, and the story
of how a New York Times bestselling book series by Sara Shepard
became a pop culture phenomenon.

| 9781770410954 | $14.95 | PB | Ages 13+ | Grades 7+
Reluctant Readers, 13+ | Entertainment/Pop Culture | Ebook available
Also available: Taylor Swift: Every Day is a Fairy Tale– The Unofficial Story by Liv Spencer
ECW PRESS

	
Love You to Death – Season 3
The Unofficial Companion to The Vampire Diaries
Crissy Calhoun
Go deep into the heart of Mystic Falls with this episode-by-episode
look at the third season of The Vampire Diaries. With photos of the
irresistible cast and of the show’s filming locations, Love You to Death
captures the fun, fangs, and fear that make this bloodcurdling show
so epic.

| 9781770411197 | $14.95 | PB | Ages 13+ | Grades 7+
Reluctant Readers, 13+ | Entertainment/Pop Culture | Ebook available
ECW PRESS

Also available: Love You to Death, Seasons 1 and 2:The Unofficial Companions to the Vampire
Diaries by Crissy Calhoun
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Participating Publishers
ANNICK PRESS
www.annickpress.com

DANCING CAT BOOKS
www.dancingcatbooks.com

DUNDURN
www.dundurn.com

ECW PRESS
www.ecwpress.com

FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE
www.fitzhenry.ca

FORMAC
www.formac.ca

GREYSTONE BOOKS
www.dmpibooks.com/greystone-books

GROUNDWOOD BOOKS
www.houseofanansi.com

HERITAGE HOUSE
www.heritagehouse.ca

INHABIT MEDIA
www.inhabitmedia.com

JAMES LORIMER & CO.
www.lorimer.ca

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS
www.orcabook.com

OWLKIDS BOOKS
www.owlkids.com

PLAYFORT PUBLISHING
www.playfortpublishing.ca

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BOOKS
www.rmbooks.com

RONSDALE PRESS
www.ronsdalepress.com

SECOND STORY PRESS
www.secondstorypress.ca

THE SECRET MOUNTAIN
www.thesecretmountain.com

For ordering information, visit www.publishers.ca/topgrade.

To learn more about Canadian books for readers of all ages, visit www.49thShelf.com.
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