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Dear Educator,
We are pleased to present you with the following collection of quality Canadian
books, suitable for use in your library or classroom. Remember that Top Grade
samples come to you free of charge; we hope you find titles that are of interest to
you, your colleagues, and your students.
Now in its third year, Top Grade has shared samples of more than two hundred
Canadian-authored titles with teachers and librarians in all parts of the country. We love
hearing from you, and are happy to share the following suggestions, based on your
feedback, on how to best use Top Grade materials.
•	Circulate the books among your colleagues for review. Display them in your
staffroom, or at a professional development day, workshop, or meeting.
•	Plug in your Top Grade USB key, or visit www.publishers.ca/topgrade to
download an e-version of the Top Grade catalogue. Share the catalogue
with your colleagues by email, or by using your school or board’s intranet site.
•	Start a Top Grade Reading Club. Invite colleagues or students to review
a book, and share their feedback with the group. (We love to receive these
reviews, and photos of your displays, too!)
•	Seek feedback on the books from your colleagues. What books did they use
most?
•	Order books you would like to add to your collection from your preferred
wholesaler or independent bookseller. Visit www.publishers.ca/topgrade to
download a list of local, Canadian businesses that are ready to fill your order.
We are pleased that some wholesalers will be promoting Top Grade titles
at “take away” displays this fall. If you’re attending, look out for our logo.
Have something else to add to this list? Please stay in touch via
top.grade@canbook.org with feedback and address changes. Thanks for your ongoing
enthusiasm for and support of Top Grade and Canadian authors, illustrators, and
publishers.
The Top Grade Participating Publishers

www.publishers.ca/topgrade

Once Upon a Northern Night
Jean E. Pendziwol, Illustrated by Isabelle Arsenault
In this exquisite lullaby, the beauty and wonder of a northern winter
night unfold, with images of a soft snowfall, the wild animals that
appear in the garden, the twinkling stars, the gentle rhythm of the
northern lights and the etchings of frost on the window pane. Once
Upon a Northern Night evokes winter’s nighttime life and the cozy
warmth and security of a beloved child’s sleep.
Groundwood Books | 9781554981380 | $17.95 | HC | Ages 4-6
Nature | Ebook available
Also available: Migrant by Maxine Trottier, illus. by Isabelle Arsenault

| Grades K-2

Kamik An Inuit Puppy Story
Donald Uluadluak, Illustrated by Qin Leng
This heartwarming story about a boy learning to train his first puppy
introduces kids to the very special relationships that Inuit have had
with dogs for centuries.

| 9781927095119 | $10.95 | PB | Ages 4-6 | Grades K-2
Aboriginal Cultural Studies | Pets, dogs, animals
Inhabit Media Inc.

Also available: Nala’s Magical Mitsiaq: A Story of Inuit Adoption by Jennifer Noah

Skink on the Brink
Lisa Dalrymple, Illustrated by Suzanne Del Rizzo
Stewie is a very special skink—he has a beautiful blue tail which
gives him a superpower against his enemies. But as he grows up his
beautiful blue tail starts to turn grey—he can’t call himself Stewie the
Blue anymore! And without his rhymes, his home by the pond doesn’t
feel as special either. A new Tell-Me-More Storybook about self-esteem, change, and growing up. Includes non-fiction back matter with
bonus information and activities.
Fitzhenry & Whiteside | 9781554552313 | $18.95 | HC
Science | Language Arts | Arts
Also available: Bye, Bye, Butterflies! by Andrew Larsen

| Ages 4-6 | Grades K-2
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A Gift for Sophie
Gilles Vigneault, Illustrated by Stéphane Jorisch
F eaturing Martha Wainwright, Thomas Hellman, Jessica Vigneault, Paul
Campagne and David Francis. In this touching, poetic story set by
the seaside, Old Man Tom teaches Sophie and Emilio the importance
of seeing the world through their hearts. In addition to the narrated
story, the accompanying audio CD offers nine heartwarming songs.
Translation of the French-language winner of the 2008 TD Children’s
Book Award.
The Secret Mountain | 9782923163987 | $22.95 | HC + Audio CD | Ages 5-7
Language Arts | Music | Ebook available
Also available: Sunday in Kyoto by Gilles Vigneault, illus. Stéphane Jorisch

| Grades K-2

The Great Garage Sale
Marilyn Helmer, Illustrated by Mike Deas
With the help of his wild imagination, DJ deals with one disaster after
another—Super Stackers, “weeding” his mom’s garden, and facing
Tiger the Terrible. But when DJ mistakenly sells the wrong box of
jewelry to his new friend Sam at his grandma’s garage sale, those
disasters seem minor. DJ is determined to get the jewelry back, but
Sam is not so eager to part with her new treasures. How will DJ make
things right?

| 9781459800601 | $6.95 | PB | Ages 7-9 | Grades 2-4
Language Arts | Ebook available | Teacher guide available
Also available: Adventures at Camp Lots-o-Fun by Marilyn Helmer, illus. Mike Deas
Orca Book Publishers

Four Seasons of Patrick
Susan Hughes
When Patrick’s father plans to marry Linda and have her and her
bratty seven-year-old daughter Claire move in with them, Patrick finds
himself more than a little unprepared. So he devises a refuge in the
form of a tree house. But as the year goes on, Patrick realizes that
Claire has also been lost and alone in the transition. Maybe an invite to
the tree house will help them understand a new meaning of family.

| 9780889955059 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 7-9 | Grades 2-4
| Family Studies | Also available: Jason’s Why by Beth Goobie

Red Deer Press

Language Arts
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Crazy About Basketball!
Loris Lesynski, Illustrated by Gerry Rasmussen
This new collection of more than 40 poems captures the joys, thrills,
and challenges of the popular sport of basketball. The bouncy poems
and lively illustrations highlight both the silly and serious side of the
sport with emphasis on training, tactics, and teamwork, but most of
all, on having fun.

| 9781554515400 | $12.95 | PB | Ages 8-10 | Grades 3-5
Language Arts | Also available: Crazy About Soccer! by Loris Lesynski
Annick Press

Draw Out the Story Ten Secrets to Creating Your Own Comics
Brian McLachlan
From single-panel comics to full-blown graphic novels, there are
dozens of ways to use comics to tell a story. In this book cartoonist
and author Brian McLachlan explains the ten crucial things kids need
to know to get started.

| 9781771470032 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 8-10 | Grades 3-5
| Visual Arts

Owlkids Books

Language Arts

A History of Just About Everything
180 Events, People and Inventions That Changed the World
Elizabeth MacLeod and Frieda Wishinsky, Illustrated by Qin Leng
From Buddha and Muhammad to King and Mandela, from the
discovery of fire to the invention of the World Wide Web, and from
Romeo and Juliet to Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, this
is a thorough and thoroughly entertaining compendium of important
people and events.

| 9781554537754 | $21.95 | HC | Ages 8-10 | Grades 3-5
Social Studies | History | Science & Technology
Kids Can Press

Also available: Transformed: How Everyday Things Are Made by Bill Slavin
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Phenomenal Female Entrepreneurs
Jill Bryant
Ten biographies of women entrepreneurs from around the world
whose trailblazing has changed the face of business.

| 9781927583128 | $10.95 | PB | Ages 9-11 | Grades 4-6
Language Arts | Biography | Business | Ebook available | Teacher guide available
Also available: Courageous Women Rebels by Joy Crysdale

Second Story Press

Down to Earth How Kids Help Feed the World
Nikki Tate
Kids all over the world help collect seeds, weed gardens, milk goats
and herd ducks. From a balcony garden with pots of lettuce to a farm
with hundreds of cows, kids can pitch in to bring the best and freshest
products to their families’ tables—and to market. Loaded with information about the many facets of farming, Down to Earth takes a close
look at food production and why it matters—even to kids.

| 9781459804234 | $19.95 | HC | Ages 8-12 | Grades 3-6
Language Arts | Geography | Science | Ebook available

Orca Book Publishers

When Children Play
Gina McMurchy-Barber
F ounded in 2000 by Norwegian Olympic medalist Johann Olav Koss,
Right to Play begins at the grassroots community level, using sports
and games to teach at-risk and underprivileged children around the
world important values like self-esteem, empathy, and peace. Awardwinning author Gina McMurchy-Barber presents the history of this
organization and the children, community leaders, and celebrity athlete
ambassadors who support them. Samples of Right to Play games are
also included.

| 9781554551545 | $19.95 | HC | Ages 8-10 | Grades 3-5
Social Studies | Language Arts
Also available: Pay It Forward Kids: Small Acts, Big Change by Nancy Runstedler
Fitzhenry & Whiteside
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Brovko’s Amazing Journey
Larry Warwaruk
Life is good for Brovko, a big shaggy sheep dog living in Ukraine with
his master Andrei and his master’s family. But when Andrei and his
family move to the new country of Canada, they leave Brovko behind.
Brovko tries to get along with his new family, but it soon becomes
clear that he has to leave and find the boy he loves. Brovko’s going to
have to track his master all the way to a brand new world!
Coteau Books | 9781550505542 | $8.95 | PB | Ages 8-10 | Grades 3-5
Language Arts/Creative Writing | History | Animals (sheepdogs)
Also available: Andrei and the Snow Walker by Larry Warwaruk

Taking the Reins
Dayle Campbell Gaetz
Set against the majestic landscape of British Columbia in the 1860s,
this is a story of ingenuity, courage, friendship – and the love of a
horse. Katherine and Emma are both girls who have arrived in pioneer
British Columbia because of false promises. The two girls meet over
a beautiful bay mare named Nugget. She’s the horse that Katherine
dearly loves but has to give up, and that Emma is terrified of but
refuses to part with.

| 9781550505528 | $8.95 | PB | Ages 9-11 | Grades 4-6
Language Arts/Creative Writing | BC History | Animals (horses)
Coteau Books

Running Scared
Beverley Terrell-Deutsch
Gregory loves numbers—they don’t change and you can always count
on them, literally. And focusing on numbers helps him avoid thinking about the car accident that killed his father. Gregory can’t bring
himself to return to the crash site, but when he has to take a bus to his
new school, the stop is near that very spot. Maybe he can find a way
to use his love of numbers to overcome his fear.

| 9780889955035 | $11.95 | PB | Ages 9-11 | Grades 4-6
| Family Studies

Red Deer Press

Language Arts
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The Strange Gift of Gwendolyn Golden
Philippa Dowding
Gwendolyn Golden has a bad temper and hates to read. She’s a pretty
normal teenager until … one morning she wakes up on the ceiling.
Along with her many average teenage qualities, Gwendolyn Golden
can also fly. What’s happening to her?

| 9781459707351 | $9.99 | PB | Ages 9-11 | Grades 4-6
Language Arts | Ebook available | Teacher guide available
Dundurn

Also available: Chasing the White Witch by Marina Cohen

The Hidden Agenda of Sigrid Sugden
Jill Maclean
Sigrid Sugden is a Shrike—a member of the toughest group of girls in
school. But one day, the Shrikes go too far and Sigrid makes a decision that will save one of their victims, but put her own status—and
safety—in jeopardy. Sigrid realizes she needs and wants to turn over a
new leaf, but will anyone ever want to give a reformed bully a second
chance?

| 9781554552795 | $11.95 | PB | Ages 9-11 | Grades 4-6
| Also available: The Present Tense of Prinny Murphy by Jill Maclean

Fitzhenry & Whiteside

Language Arts

Dial M For Morna
The Dead Kid Detective Agency Book 2
Evan Munday
The anticipated second volume in Munday’s Silver Birch-nominated
series. The Dead Kid Detective Agency is set to solve two mysteries:
who killed Morna in 1914, and why is October’s living pal Yumi being
harrassed at school? Past and present intersect in this fast-paced and
hilarious mystery, as the teen team uncovers Canadian history while
navigating contemporary life as 13-year-olds.

| 9781770410732 | $11.95 | PB | Ages 9-12 | Grades 4-6
Language Arts | History | Art | Ebook available | Teacher guide available
Also available: The Dead Kid Detective Agency by Evan Munday

ECW Press
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The Unmaking: The Last Days of Tian Di, Book 2
Catherine Egan
Eliza, now fourteen, is growing in her magical powers, but can she
learn quickly enough to stop the horrid Kwellrahg from killing her
mother? Eliza, her friends Nell and Charlie, the witch Swarn and the
Faerie Lord Jalo must all somehow stop Nia from wreaking further
destruction. Catherine Egan has fashioned another thrilling fantasy tale
of magic, good battling evil, and a young woman discovering her true
nature and realizing her own powers.
Coteau Books | 9781550505597 | $12.95 | PB | Ages 9-11
Language Arts | Fantasy | Creative Writing
Also available: Shade & Sorceress by Catherine Egan

| Grades 4-6

Striker
David Skuy
Soccer player Cody has to re-learn his confidence on the pitch after
having a tumor removed from his leg last year. After a shakeup in team
management gives Cody lots of time on the pitch, he realizes he’s
been holding back. His teammates encourage him to trust his leg and
his skill.

| 9781459405134 | $12.95 | PB | Ages 9-12 | Grades 4-6
Language Arts | Sports (Soccer) | Ebook available
James Lorimer & Company

Also available: Skinner’s Banks (The Seven Stair Crew) by Brad V. Cowan

Hoop Magic
Eric Howling
Orlando O’Malley wants more than anything to be a star basketball
player. But there’s one big thing holding him back — his small size.
When he goes to tryouts, everyone else is heads above him, but due to
another player’s injury, Orlando finds a temporary place on the team.
Eventually he discovers his permanent place, but it isn’t where he
thought it would be.

| 9781459405257 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 10-13 | Grades 5-8
Language Arts | Sports (Basketball) | Ebook available
James Lorimer & Company

Also available: Spiked by Steven Barwin
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Caching In
Kristin Butcher
Eric and Chris are avid geocachers who stumble into a very strange
search for a series of geocaches. At first they are merely curious, but as
the stakes rise and the challenges become more trying, the boys get truly
hooked. Convinced they are indeed on the trail of treasure, they become
consumed with the search, and though their quest tests their strength,
intelligence, courage and even their friendship, they don’t give up.

| 9781459802322 | $9.95 | PB | Ages 10-14 | Grades 5-9
Language Arts | Geography | Science | Ebook available | Teacher guide available
Also available: Cheat by Kristin Butcher

Orca Book Publishers

Jane, the Fox and Me
Fanny Britt, Illustrated by Isabelle Arsenault
 élène has been inexplicably ostracized by the girls who were once
H
her friends, and her school life is full of whispers and lies. Hélène has
one consolation, Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre. This emotionally honest
and visually stunning graphic novel reveals the casual brutality of
which children are capable, but also assures readers that redemption
can be found through connecting with another, whether the other is a
friend, a fictional character or even, amazingly, a fox.

| 9781554983605 | $19.95 | HC | Ages 11-13 | Grades 6-8
Language Arts | Self Esteem | Ebook available
Groundwood Books

Also available: Harvey by Herve Bouchard and illus. by Janice Nadeau

Seas of South Africa
Philip Roy
Brought into conflict with the pirate scourge that plagues Africa’s
eastern shores, seventeen-year-old Alfred takes action against them,
only to bring them into tireless pursuit of him. Alfred discovers that the
violence which taints the shores of the continent is deeply embedded in the life of South African society. He learns that the antidote to
violence is not more violence, but the strength of one’s heart and an
indomitable determination to improve the world.

| 9781553802471 | $11.95 | PB | Ages 10-12 | Grades 5-7
| Social Studies | Ebook available | Also available: The Submarine Outlaw series

Ronsdale Press

Language Arts
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Namesake
Sue MacLeod
Jane Grey is really getting into her high school history project: a report
on Lady Jane Grey, who was briefly queen of England. But when Jane
finds a mysterious 16th-century prayer book, she finds herself really,
really getting into her project—into the Tower of London in 1553
where her namesake, the other Jane Grey, is awaiting her execution.
Pajama Press

Language Arts

| 9781927485293 | $14.95 | PB | Ages 12-15 | Grades 7-9
| History – Medieval Britain | Self-esteem | Teacher guide coming soon
Whatever
Ann Walsh
Sixteen-year-old Darrah is in trouble. She lost her temper and, as a
result, Mrs. Johnson was hurt. Now the RCMP is demanding Darrah
participate in something called “Restorative Justice.” Darrah has to
face her parents, a policewoman, and a “facilitator,” who all decide
on Darrah’s “sanctions.” Her sanctions are to help Mrs. Johnson two
afternoons a week, and it turns out that Mrs. Johnson is hiding a
secret. . . .

| 9781553802594 | $11.95 | PB | Ages 12-15 | Grades 7-9
Language Arts | Social Studies | Ebook available | Teacher guide coming soon
Also available: Beginnings: Stories of Canada’s Past by Ann Walsh

Ronsdale Press
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Participating Publishers

Annick Press

Kids Can Press

www.annickpress.com

www.kidscanpress.com

Coteau Books

Orca Book Publishers

www.coteaubooks.com

www.orcabook.com

Dundurn

Owlkids Books

www.dundurn.com

www.owlkidsbooks.com

ECW Press

Pajama Press

www.ecwpress.com

www.pajamapress.ca

Fitzhenry & Whiteside

Red Deer Press

www.fitzhenry.ca

www.reddeerpress.com

Groundwood Books

Ronsdale Press

www.houseofanansi.com

www.ronsdalepress.com

Inhabit Media Inc.

Second Story Press

www.inhabitmedia.com

www.secondstorypress.ca

James Lorimer & Company

The Secret Mountain

www.lorimer.ca

www.thesecretmountain.com
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Find your next great
Canadian read at 49thShelf.com
65,000+ titles | New releases each week | Book lists
Original editorial | Reader ratings and reviews
New library services for 2013: Reader advisory service |
Librarian review archives | Annotations for reading levels
and curriculum links | Advanced search features
Special registration for librarians and educators:
49thshelf.com/librarians
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TOP GRADE: CanLit for the Classroom
174 Spadina Ave., Suite 306
Toronto, ON M5T 2C2
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