
We are pleased to present the latest selection of Top Grade titles for 
students of all ages. These samples come to you free of charge to 
preview and share within your school board. The selection includes the 
best that Canadian publishers have to offer. As always, we encourage 
you to enjoy the review copies included in the mailing, share the books 
and catalogues with your colleagues, and purchase any titles you’re 
interested in from your preferred wholesaler or bookseller. 

To learn more about these and other great titles, be sure to visit 
49thShelf.com. Thank you for your continued enthusiasm for Canadian 
books and authors!

New Selections for  
K–8 & High School, FALL 2015

BAD PIRATE
KARI-LYNN WINTERS
Illustrated by Dean Griffiths
Her pirate-captain father reminds her to be bold 
and saucy and selfish, but Augusta can’t help being 
shy, polite, and helpful; in short, a bad pirate. But 
when a terrible storm puts the crew in danger, 
Augusta is bold enough to be true to herself and 
show that a good pirate can be selfless, too.

PAJAMA PRESS • 9781927485712 • $19.95 • HC • Ages 5-8
Grades K-3 • Language Arts • Author available for school visits • @KariLynnWinters

WHERE DO BABIES COME FROM?
DR. JILLIAN ROBERTS
Illustrated by Cindy Revell
 An engaging introduction for very young children to 
the basic facts of life in a way that is gentle, age- 
appropriate and accessible. Child psychologist Dr. 
Jillian Roberts created the Just Enough series to help 
parents and caregivers approach difficult subjects 
with little ones. These primers offer a gentle and 
accessible starting point for conversations about 
important topics. Other books in the Just Enough 
series will deal with death, cultural diversity, and 
separation and divorce.

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459809420 • $19.95 • HC • Ages 5-7 • Grades K-2
Language Arts • Health • Ebook available • Author available for school visits
@factsoflifeapp

BUDDY AND EARL
MAUREEN FERGUS
Illustrated by Carey Sookocheff
In this first book in the Buddy and Earl series, a dog who 
likes to play by the rules meets a hedgehog who knows 
no limits. Their friendship is tender and loyal, and their 
adventures are funny and imaginative. Maureen Fergus’s 
text is witty and understated, and Carey Sookocheff’s art 
emphasizes both the humour and the warmth of this odd 
and loveable animal couple.

GROUNDWOOD BOOKS • 9781554987122 • $16.95 • HC 
Ages 4-7 • Grades K-2 • Language Arts • Social Issues • Friendship
Ebook Available • Author available for school visits • @maureenfergus

Also available: Sidewalk Flowers written by JonArno Lawson and illustrated by Sydney Smith

THE NEW LAND (AUDIO ENHANCED EDITION)
MARILYNN REYNOLDS
Illustrated by Stephen McCallum 
A pioneering family travels from Europe to homestead on 
the prairies. They travel across the Atlantic by steamship 
and then the country by train and ox cart to the prairies 
where they build a sod house and prepare for their first 
winter. Includes 20 colour illustrations.

CROW COTTAGE PUBLISHING • 9781987848120 • $7.99 
Enhanced Ebook • Ages 4-8 • Grades K-3 • Canadian History
Language Arts • Reading • Author available for school visits
Also available: Belle’s Journey by Marilynn Reynolds

www.publishers.ca/topgrade • top.grade@canbook.org • www.49thShelf.com/librarians

Coming in Spring 2016 

#WeHaveDiverseBooks 
This spring’s Top Grade promotion 
will feature books on diverse 
subjects and themes from 
Canadian publishers! Along 
with sample titles, an expanded, 
professionally annotated 
catalogue will be included to help 
teachers put these diverse titles to 
use in the classroom.

http://49thShelf.com
http://www.publishers.ca/topgrade
mailto:top.grade@canbook.org
http://www.49thShelf.com/librarians


BAGELS ON BOARD
JOAN BETTY STUCHNER
Illustrated by Dave Whamond
All aboard! The Bernsteins are heading off on a cruise, and 
Aunt Sharon offers to take care of the family pets, Lox (the fish), 
Creamcheese (the cat) and Bagels, an energetic puppy with a talent 
for escaping. Trouble is, Bagels is up to his usual disappearing act. 
When he turns up unexpectedly on the cruise ship, Josh and his 
little sister, Becky, must keep Bagels hidden. But when an onboard 
mystery begins to unfold involving two potential spies and a mys-
terious woman with a secret envelope, Bagels just might be able to 
help crack the case!

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459806955 • $6.95 • PB • Ages 7-9 • Grades 2-4 • Language Arts • Social Studies • 
Ebook available • Teacher’s guide available • Author available for school visits
Also available: Bagels the Brave by Joan Betty Stuchner

THE WAY TO SCHOOL
ROSEMARY MCCARNEY with PLAN INTERNATIONAL
Minimal text and stunning photographs from around 
the world describe the remarkable, and often danger-
ous, journeys children make every day on their way to 
and from school. 

SECOND STORY PRESS • 9781927583784 • $18.95 • HC • Ages 7-9 • Grades 2-4
Language Arts • Social Studies • Ebook available
Also available: Because I Am a Girl: I Can Change the World by Rosemary McCarney with Jen Albaugh and Plan 
International

WEST MEADOWS DETECTIVES
The Case of the Snack Snatcher 
LIAM O’DONNELL
Illustrated by Aurélie Grand 
The first title in the new West Meadows Detectives series fea-
tures a third-grade detective who uses his unique perspective 
from the autism spectrum to crack a case with help from his 
classmates.

OWLKIDS BOOKS • 9781771470698 • $16.95 • HC • Ages 7-9 • Grades 2-4
Language Arts • Teacher’s Guide Available
Author available for school visits • @liamodonnell
Also available: The Max Finder Mystery series by Liam O’Donnell 

10 SHIPS THAT ROCKED THE WORLD
GILLIAN RICHARDSON
Illustrated by Kim Rosen
Ships have shaped history in surprising ways. These 10 stories 
show how they have brought cultures together, played a role in 
wars and revolutions, and transformed societies.

ANNICK PRESS • 9781554517817 • $14.95 • PB • Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6
Social Studies • Language Arts • Ebook available
Author available for school visits
Also available: 10 Rivers That Shaped the World by Marilee Peters

LI JUN AND THE IRON ROAD
ANNE TAIT
The story of a woman whose search for her long-lost father 
helped shape our nation. 

DUNDURN • 9781459731424 • $8.99 • PB • Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6
Language Arts • History • Ebook available • Author available for school visits

ALGONQUIN SPRING
RICK REVELLE
Years after a devastating battle, Mahingan and his tribe strug-
gle to recover a lost loved one.

DUNDURN • 9781459730632 • $8.99 • PB • Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6
Aboriginal Studies • Language Arts • Ebook available 
Author available for school visits
Also available: I Am Algonquin by Rick Revelle

LOYALIST TO A FAULT
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY EVAN MUNDAY
When October Schwartz raises her five dead friends to 
investigate the cause of Cyril Cooper’s death way back in 
1783, she expects a dull research-based journey into the 
lives of Canada’s earliest British settlers, the United Empire 
Loyalists. You’d think our favourite teen detective would have 
the hang of this solving-mysteries thing by now, but when a 
ghost pirate appears on the scene, October may be in over 
her head.

ECW PRESS • 9781770410749 • $11.95 • PB • Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6
Language Arts • History • Ebook available • Teacher guide available
Author available for school visits • @idontlikemunday
Also available: Dial M for Morna by Evan Munday

44 HOURS OR STRIKE!
ANNE DUBLIN
The Toronto Dressmakers’ Strike of 1931 brings young sisters 
Sophie and Rose together in their fight for better working 
conditions, decent wages, and for their union. Sophie and 
Rose are faced with unexpected — and sometimes violent — 
barriers, and they quickly find that a strike is more than just a 
march. 

SECOND STORY PRESS • 9781927583821 • $11.95 • PB  
Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6
Language Arts • History • Ebook available • Author available for school visits
Also available: June Callwood: A Life of Action by Anne Dublin

www.publishers.ca/topgrade • top.grade@canbook.org • www.49thShelf.com/librarians
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CHILD SOLDIER
When Boys and Girls Are Used in War
MICHEL CHIKWANINE & JESSICA DEE HUMPHREYS
Illustrated by Claudia Dávila
Michel is like many other five-year-olds: he has a loving family 
and spends his days going to school and playing soccer. But 
in 1993, the Democratic Republic of Congo, where Michel and 
his family live, is a country in tumult. One afternoon Michel 
and his friends are kidnapped by rebel militants and forced to 
become child soldiers. Child Soldier is the sometimes heart-
breaking but ultimately inspiring true story of the triumph of 
the human spirit.

KIDS CAN PRESS • 9781771381260 • $18.95 • HC • Ages 10-14 • Grades 5-9
Social Issues/Violence • Autobiograhy • Ebook available • Teacher’s Guide Available 
Author available for school visits • @michelchikwan
Also available: This Child, Every Child by David J. Smith

WHAT’S THE BUZZ?
Keeping Bees in Flight
MERRIE-ELLEN WILCOX
Whether they live alone or together, in a hive or in a hole in 
the ground, bees do some of the most important work on 
the planet: pollinating plants. What’s the Buzz? celebrates the 
magic of bees—from swarming to dancing to making honey—
and encourages readers to do their part to keep the hives alive.

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459809604 • $19.95 • HC  
Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6
 Language Arts • Science • Ebook available • Author available for school visits 
Also Available: Every Last Drop by Michelle Mulder

THROUGH FLOOD AND FIRE
A Second Barr Colony Adventure
ANNE PATTON
After travelling thousands of miles, Dorothy Bolton is still 
getting used to her new home on the prairies. The landscape 
proves hard to tame – fire and flood consumes everything, 
and the Barr Colonists who arrived with Dorothy are growing 
restless. But Dorothy’s father has always dreamed of having 
his own farm. So, with the help of a community that comes 
together despite their different backgrounds, the Boltons set 
out to create a new life.

COTEAU BOOKS • 9781550506402 • $9.95 • PB • Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6
Language Arts • History • Ebook available • Teacher guide available
 Author available for school visits  
Also available: Full Steam to Canada by Anne Patton

GHOST MOST FOUL
PATTI GRAYSON
Summer has just been made basketball team captain when 
her coach is “lost” in a plane crash. Returning to school, 
Summer discovers she can see the woeful ghost of Coach 
Nola when she plays ball. Unsurprisingly, it becomes their 
worst season ever. If the ghost is trying to help, Summer’s 
failing her miserably! Running out of ideas, and facing blocks 
at every play, can Summer turn her team around? 

COTEAU BOOKS • 9781550506143 • $10.95 • PB
Ages 10-12 • Grades 5-7 • Language Arts • Physical Education • Ebook available 
Author available for school visits

 
HOPE’S JOURNEY
JEAN RAE BAXTER
The fifth volume in the Forging a Nation series begins in 1791 
with 13-year-old Hope Cobman attempting to find her miss-
ing father and brothers, Loyalists who fought on the British 
side. Little does she know that she will have to help them 
recover from the wounds of war.

RONSDALE PRESS • 9781553804468 • $11.95 • PB • Ages 10-12 • Grades 5-7
History • Language Arts • Ebook available • Author available for school visits • 
@JeanRaeBaxter
Also available: The Way Lies North by Jean Rae Baxter

www.publishers.ca/topgrade • top.grade@canbook.org • www.49thShelf.com/librarians

The Teachers’ Book Bank

Hundreds of Canadian fiction and non-fiction 
history books, organized by theme, right at 

your fingertips!

Visit bookbank.bookcentre.ca

PLUS! Coming soon, in 2016 and 2017 — more 
books for all grade levels and French titles!

Find the perfect book to:
•  introduce topics and themes in your classroom
• help students with research projects
•  make cross-curriculum connections with other subjects

Find all Top Grade selections 
and many more great Canadian 

books at 49thShelf.com 

80,000+ Canadian books  
Book lists and other editorial features 

Age and grade levels | Librarian reviews

49thshelf.com/librarians 
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mailto:top.grade@canbook.org
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For High School
SMALL BONES
VICKI GRANT
Dot, whose name reflects her stature, has always had big dreams 
— but they have to be put on hold while she searches for the 
truth about her parents. She gets a job as a seamstress at a 
lakeside resort in rural Ontario and falls hard for Eddie, a charm-
ing local boy who is equal parts helpful and distracting as Dot 
investigates her past. Searching for answers to questions about 
her birth, Dot learns more than she ever wanted to about the 
terrible effects of war, the legacy of deceit — and the enduring 
nature of love. 

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459806535 • $14.95 • PB • Ages 12-16 • Grades 8-12
Language Arts • Social Studies • Ebook available • Author available for school visits • @VickiGrantYA 
Also available: SECRETS, a new series of seven linked novels by different authors that can be read in any order. 

DIEGO’S CROSSING
ROBERT HOUGH
Seventeen-year-old Diego is faced with a tough decision: either 
do a dangerous drug run for his injured brother, or risk the lives 
of his entire family at the hands of a brutal gang.

ANNICK PRESS • 9781554517817 • $12.95 • PB • Ages 12+ • Grades 8-12
Language Arts • Current Events • Ebook available • Teacher Guide Available 
Author available for school visits • @Robert_W_Hough

250 HOURS
COLLEEN NELSON
Jess and Sara Jean couldn’t be more different. He’s a loner with 
a criminal record; a Métis raised on the Reserve; the son of a 
residential school survivor. She’s from Edelburg, a conservative 
town. When Jess is found guilty of arson, he must complete 250 
hours of community service, starting with Sara Jean’s neglected 
garage. Sorting through boxes, they discover the secrets keeping 
their communities apart are the very things that will bring them 
together.

COTEAU BOOKS • 9781550506419 • $12.95 • PB • Ages 13-15 • Grades 8-10
Language Arts • Aboriginal Studies • History • Teacher guide available
Author available for school visits • @ColleenNelson14

LEADING LINES
CHANTEL GUERTIN
Pippa Greene returns from two whirlwind weeks in New York to 
a romantic reunion with her boyfriend Dylan. As she navigates 
parental drama at home and a charged dynamic with her friend 
Ben Baxter at school, Pippa finds that Dylan is more wrapped 
up in his post-high-school life than in their relationship. This is a 
fresh and charming perspective on friendships, family, and first 
love, written with humour and heart. .

ECW PRESS • 9781770412323 • $11.95 • PB • Ages 13-16 • Grades 8-12
Language Arts • Ebook available • Available for school visits • @chantelguertin
Also available: Depth of Field by Chantel Guertin

PRAIRIE OSTRICH
TAMAI KOBAYASHI
Eight-year-old Egg Murakami lives a day-to-day existence on her 
family’s ostrich farm. Since their brother’s death, Egg and her 
big sister Kathy find solace in each other, Kathy reading books 
to Egg, reinventing them so that the stories end happily. And 
Kathy, in love with her best friend, has her own problems. From 
award-winning author Tamai Kobayashi comes a story CBC 
Books has named one of 100 YA books that make you proud to 
be Canadian.

GOOSE LANE EDITIONS • 9780864926807 • $19.95 • PB • Ages 13-15  
Grades 9-10 • Language Arts • Social Studies • Ebook available 
Author available for school visits
Also available: The Town that Drowned by Riel Nason

UNLEASHED
SIGMUND BROUWER
Jace has it all—money, cars and status. What he doesn’t have is 
a happy home life. Forced to protect his brother from an abusive 
father and a neglectful mother, Jace lives a double life on the 
wrong side of the tracks, learning to box and trying to survive 
while plotting to expose his father as the monster he is. Jace 
finds that he is not as alone as he thought and that there are 
people he can trust. Part of RETRIBUTION—a high-interest trilogy 
that can be read in any order.

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459807303  • $9.95 • PB • Ages 12+ • Grades 8-12
Language Arts • Social Studies • Ebook available • Author available for school visits
@BrouwerSigmund • Also available: Burned by Natasha Dean

PLAYING WITH FIRE
GAIL ANDERSON-DARGATZ
Small-town journalist Claire Abbott has a sixth sense, what the 
fire chief calls a “radar for crime.” When a string of suspicious 
fires breaks out, Claire thinks she knows who the firebug is. Or 
does she? She finds there is much more to the story than she 
imagined. Worse, no one will believe her. The firebug is getting 
bolder, and the fires he sets more dangerous. Claire is now in a 
race against time to catch the arsonist before he takes a life. 

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459808409 • $9.95 • PB • Ages 12+ 
Grades 8-12 • Language Arts • Social Studies • Ebook available
Teacher guide available 
Author available for school visits • @AndersonDargatz
Also available: Search and Rescue by Gail Anderson-Dargatz

A REALLY GOOD BROWN GIRL
Brick Books Classics 4
MARILYN DUMONT
First published in 1996, A Really Good Brown Girl is a fierce, hon-
est and courageous account of what it takes to grow into one’s 
self and one’s Métis heritage in the face of myriad institutional 
and cultural obstacles. It is an indispensable contribution to 
Canadian literature, featuring a new introduction by Lee Maracle, 
a new afterword by the author and a new cover and design by 
the renowned typographer Robert Bringhurst.

BRICK BOOKS • 9781771313452 • $20.00 • PB • Ages 14+ • Grades 9-12
Language Arts • Aboriginal Studies • Poetry • History • 
Ebook available • Author available for school visits • @dumont_marilyn

Top Grade is an initiative of the Association of Canadian Publishers
174 Spadina Avenue, Suite 306, Toronto, Ontario, M5T 2C2 • 416-487-6116

Buy local! To purchase books, contact your preferred wholesaler or bookseller.  
A list is available at www.publishers.ca/topgrade. 

     Made possible with the support of the  
  Ontario Media Development Corporation.

www.publishers.ca/topgrade • top.grade@canbook.org • www.49thShelf.com/librarians

Looking to book an author to 
visit a classroom or library in your 
 community? Here are a few sugges-
tions. Provincial Arts Councils and 
Writers’ Guilds can also assist with 
bringing creators into your schools. And 
remember that many authors and illus-
trators have their own websites where 
they can be contacted directly. 

AUTHORS’ BOOKING SERVICE
authorsbooking.com

CANADIAN CHILDREN’S BOOK CENTRE
directory.bookcentre.ca

THE CANADA COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS
canadacouncil.ca/writing-and- 
publishing

CANSCAIP  
(Canadian Society for Children’s 
Authors, Illustrators & Performers)
canscaip.org/School/LibraryVisits

THE LEAGUE OF CANADIAN POETS
poets.ca/links/writers-in-schools-pro-
grams

THE WRITERS’ UNION OF CANADA
writersunion.ca/content/writers-schools

Author Visits
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