
We are pleased to present the latest selection of Top Grade 
titles for students of all ages. These samples come to you free 
of charge to preview and share within your school board. The 
selection includes the best that Canadian publishers have to 
offer. As always, we encourage you to enjoy the review copies 
included in the mailing, share the books and catalogues with 
your colleagues, and purchase any titles you’re interested in 
from your preferred wholesaler or bookseller. 

To learn more about these and other great titles, be sure to visit 
49thShelf.com. Thank you for your continued enthusiasm for 
Canadian books and authors!

New Selections for  
K–8 & High School, SPRING 2015

LOOK WHERE WE LIVE!
A First Book of Community Building
WRITTEN & ILLUSTRATED BY SCOT RITCHIE
This fun and informational picture book follows 
five friends as they explore their community during 
a street fair. The children find adventure close to 
home while learning about the businesses, public 
spaces and people in their neighbourhood. Young 
readers will be inspired to re-create the fun-filled 
day in their own communities.

 
KIDS CAN PRESS • 9781771381024 • $16.95 • HC • Ages 5-7 • Grades K-2
Community • Public Space • Citizenship • Ebook available
Author available for school visits • @scotritchie • Also available: Follow That Map! by Scot Ritchie

SIDEWALK FLOWERS
JONARNO LAWSON
Illustrated by Sydney Smith
In this wordless picture book, a little girl collects 
wildflowers while her distracted father pays her little 
attention. Each flower becomes a gift, and whether 
the gift is noticed or ignored, both giver and recipient 
are transformed by their encounter.

GROUNDWOOD BOOKS • 9781554984312 • $16.95 • HC  
Ages 5-7 • Grades K-2 • Language Arts  
Author available for school visits
Also available: Yellow Moon, Apple Moon by Pamela Porter, 
 illustrated by Matt James

ROSIE AND ROLLAND IN THE  
LEGENDARY SHOW-AND-TELL
WRITTEN & ILLUSTRATED BY JON BERG
A classic adventure story in which Rosie and her canine 
pal, Rolland, follow a strange map to a mysterious jungle 
kingdom in search of the ultimate show-and-tell object.

OWLKIDS BOOKS • 9781771470582 • $18.95 • HC • Ages 5-7  
Grades K-2
Language Arts • Author available for school visits
Also available: A Ticket Around the World by Natalia Diaz and Melissa Owen

THE OLD WAYS
SUSAN MARGARET CHAPMAN
Illustrated by John Mantha
Simon is more interested in video games than in bond-
ing with his grandparents who want to teach him about 
igloo-building or the legends of their culture. During a 
snowstorm, he comes to understand the value of his 
grandparents’ “old ways” and the wisdom behind their 
traditional values.

FIFTH HOUSE PUBLISHERS • 9781927083161 • $19.95 • HC  
Ages 5-7 • Grades K-2
Aboriginal Studies • Social Studies • Language Arts • Ebook available
Author available for school visits

Also available: Fire Pie Trout by Melanie Mosher, illustrated by Renné Benoit
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CHARLIE’S DIRT DAY
ANDREW LARSEN
Illustrated by Jacqueline Hudon-Verrelli
On a walk with his dad, young Charlie learns about 
 composting from his neighbours and becomes deter-
mined to develop gardening skills like theirs. He has 
a plan to come up with something special from the 
garden to add to his neighbour’s plans to make the best 
 spaghetti sauce ever!

FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE • 9781554553341 • $18.95 • HC • Ages 5-7 • Grades K-2
Science • Language Arts • Environment • Ebook available
Author available for school visits • @jacquelinehudon
Also available: Bye, Bye, Butterflies! by Andrew Larsen, illustrated by Jacqueline Hudon-Verrelli

A BRUSH FULL OF COLOUR
The World of Ted Harrison
MARGRIET RUURS & KATHERINE GIBSON
The true story of how a boy’s passion for learning 
saved him from a life in England’s coal mines and led 
him to a career as an internationally acclaimed artist 
and illustrator, famed for his images of Canada’s north. 
Includes full-colour reproductions of Ted  Harrison’s art 
and a preface by the artist himself.

 
PAJAMA PRESS  • 9781927485637 • $22.95 • HC • Ages 8-12 • Grades 3-7
Biography  • Art  • Canadian History • Teacher Guide available
Author available for school visits • @margrietruurs
Also available: When Emily Carr Met Woo by Monica Kulling, illustrated by Dean Griffith

FISHERMEN THROUGH & THROUGH
COLLEEN SYDOR
Illustrated by Brooke Kerrigan
When three fishermen catch a very special lobster, they 
are offered more money than they ever could have 
imagined; a sum that would allow them to achieve their 
life dreams. They must decide if their innermost loyal-
ties lie with their fantasies or with their home, the sea.

 
RED DEER PRESS • 9780889955172 • $18.95 • HC • Ages 6-8 • Grades 1-3
Environment • Social Studies • Language Arts • Ebook available
Available for school visits • Also available: Kiss Me! I’m a Prince by Heather McLeod, Illustrated by Brooke Kerrigan

HUNGRY FOR MATH
Poems to Munch On
KARI-LYNN WINTERS & LORI SHERRITT-FLEMING
Illustrated by Peggy Collins
Add some fun to your math with Hungry for Math: 
Poems to Munch On, a collection of delightful and delec-
table math poems! With a cast of quirky characters like 
the Spendosaur and fifty rot-TEN dragons, concepts like 
symmetry, patterns, money, skip-counting, shapes, and 
time all come to life.

 
FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE • 9781554553075 • $18.95 • HC • Ages 6-8 • Grades 1-3
Math • Language Arts • Ebook available
Authors available for school visits • @KariLynnWinters | @LoriSherrittFle | @peggysbooks
Also available: Buzz About Bees by Kari-Lynn Winters

CRAZY ABOUT HOCKEY!
LORIS LESYNSKI
Illustrated by Gerry Rasmussen
Over 25 bouncy poems highlight both the silly and serious side 
of hockey, with emphasis on training, tactics, and teamwork, 
but most of all, on having fun.

ANNICK PRESS • 9781554517114 • $9.95 • PB • Ages 8-10 • Grades 3-5
Language Arts • Physical Education • Ebook available April 2015
Author available for school visits
Also available: Crazy About Basketball! by Loris Lesynski, illustrated by Gerry 
Rasmussen

SOAPSTONE SIGNS
JEFF PINKNEY
Illustrated by Darlene Gait
A young Cree boy learns about soapstone carving from a 
master carver.

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459804005 • $6.95 • PB • Ages 7-9 • 
Grades 2-4
Language Arts • Aboriginal Studies • Environmental Science
Ebook available • Teacher Guide available • Author available for school visits

CONNECTING DOTS
SHARON JENNINGS
When Cassandra’s grandmother dies she finds out that she’s 
not an orphan. With no way of finding her real mother, she is 
passed from one family member to the next. Inspired by her 
best friend, Cassandra learns to value herself and holds on 
to her dream of one day becoming an actor.  The sequel to 
Sharon Jennings’ Home Free, a Silver Birch and GG finalist.

SECOND STORY PRESS • 9781927583623 • $9.95 • PB • Ages 9-11  
Grades 4-6
Language Arts • Creative Writing • Ebook available  
Author available for school visits
Also available: Home Free by Sharon Jennings

BETWEEN SHADOWS
KATHLEEN COOK WALDRON
Twelve-year-old Ari inherits his grandfather’s unspoiled lake-
side land and cabin. But his aunt and father want to sell it all 
to luxury hotel developers. Can Ari save his grandfather’s gift 
from being destroyed? A book for alt-kids, kids with a passion, 
kids who want to make a difference!

COTEAU BOOKS • 9781550506129 • $8.95 • PB • Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6
Language Arts • Environmental Studies • Creative Writing
Ebook available • Author available for school visits
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PAINT
JENNIFER DANCE
Paint is the story of a black-and-white mustang. Her life takes 
us through the history of the development of the Great Plains; 
the near extinction of the buffalo; the plight of the Plains 
Indians whose lives depended on them; and the struggles of 
the ranchers and homesteaders who moved onto what had 
previously been Indian territory.

DUNDURN • 9781459728684 • $12.99 • PB • Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6
Aboriginal Studies • History • Language Arts • Ebook available
Author available for school visits • @JenniferDance1
Also available: Red Wolf by Jennifer Dance

 
TANK & FIZZ
The Case of the Slime Stampede
LIAM O’DONNELL
Illustrated by Mike Deas
A goblin detective and a technology-tinkering troll set out to 
solve the mystery of the escaped cleaning slimes.

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459808102 • $9.95 • PB • Ages 9-11  
Grades 4-6
Language Arts • Creative Arts • Ebook available
Author available for school visits • @liamodonnell
Also available: Food Fight by Liam O’Donnell and Mike Deas

 
BOG
KAREN KROSSING
When his father is mercilessly turned to stone by the Troll 
Hunter’s followers, a cave troll named Bog sets out to find the 
murderers and avenge his father. But with no leads and little 
knowledge of the human world, Bog knows his journey won’t 
be easy.

FITZHENRY & WHITESIDE • 9781554553150 • $11.95 • PB  
Ages 9-11 • Grades 4-6
Language Arts • Social Studies • Environment • Ebook available
Author available for school visits • @KarenKrossing
Also available: The Ehrich Weisz Chronicles: Demon Gate by Marty Chan

NO PLACE FOR KIDS
ALISON LOHANS
Two young girls whose family has been ripped apart by the 
death of their mother run away from home to find their aunt.

WANDERING FOX BOOKS • 9781772030174 • $9.95 • PB  
Ages 10-12 • Grades 5-7
Language Arts • Teacher Guide available • Author available for school visits
@alisonlohans • Also available: Prairie Pictures by Shirlee Smith Matheson

THE JOURNAL
WRITTEN & ILLUSTRATED BY LOIS DONOVAN
Thirteen-year-old Kami, a Japanese-Canadian girl, is thrown 
back in time to 1929, where she meets Emily Murphy of the 
“Famous Five” at the time of the “Persons” case. On her return 
to the present, Kami must not only come to terms with her 
own heritage, but how she views the struggle for the rights of 
all women.

RONSDALE PRESS • 9781553803508 • $11.95 • PB • Ages 10-14 • Grades 5-9
History • Language Arts • Ebook available
Author available for school visits • @loisdonovan
Also available: Winds of L’Acadie by Lois Donovan

 
ROCK THE BOAT
SIGMUND BROUWER
Webb thinks he has what it takes to make it in Nashville, but 
one shady music producer may have the power to crush 
Webb’s dreams.

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459804555 • $9.95 • PB  
Ages 11-13 • Grades 7-8
Language Arts • Music • Ebook available
Author available for school visits • @BrouwerSigmund
Also available: Tin Soldier by Sigmund Brouwer

 
 
 
THE SECRET OF THE GOLDEN FLOWER
CAROLINE STELLINGS
Spy-in-training Nicki Haddon is back. Sent to England to train 
with the secret service, she puts her kung fu skills to the test 
as she investigates a mystery involving an opium smuggling 
ring. The case brings her all the way to the inner circle of the 
Royal Family and also brings her a step closer to finding out 
about her own history as an orphan adopted from China. The 
second in the Nicki Haddon mystery series.

SECOND STORY PRESS • 9781927583630 • $11.95 • PB  
Ages 13-15 • Grades 8-10
Language Arts • Creative Writing • Ebook available
Also available: The Scratch on the Ming Vase by Caroline Stellings
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Author Visits

Looking to book an author to 
visit a classroom or library in your 
 community? Here are a few sugges-
tions. Provincial Arts Councils and 
Writers’ Guilds can also assist with 
bringing creators into your schools. And 
remember that many authors and illus-
trators have their own websites where 
they can be contacted directly. 

AUTHORS’ BOOKING SERVICE
authorsbooking.com

CANADIAN CHILDREN’S BOOK CENTRE
directory.bookcentre.ca

THE CANADA COUNCIL FOR THE ARTS
canadacouncil.ca/writing-and- 
publishing

CANSCAIP  
(Canadian Society for Children’s Au-
thors, Illustrators & Performers)
canscaip.org/School/LibraryVisits

THE LEAGUE OF CANADIAN POETS
poets.ca/links/writers-in-schools-pro-
grams

THE WRITERS’ UNION OF CANADA
writersunion.ca/content/writers-schools

Celebrate TD Canadian Children’s Book Week!

May 2 - 9, 2015

[Artwork and/or poster + bookmark image]

Purchase bookmarks and posters for your class-
room

and get your FREE downloadable theme guide,

all celebrating First Nations, Métis and Inuit litera-
ture

and featuring artwork by Julie Flett.

Visit www.bookweek.ca!

[Logo + website + social media]

Purchase bookmarks 
and posters for 
your classroom 
and get your FREE 
downloadable theme 
guide, all celebrating 
First Nations, Métis 
and Inuit literature 
and featuring artwork 
by Julie Flett.

TD Canadian Children’s Book Week!

Like us! Facebook.com/KidsBookCentre           

Follow us! @KidsBookCentre

Visit www.bookweek.ca!

(May 2-9, 2015)

Celebrate 



For High School

PRISON BOY
SHARON E. MCKAY
This haunting novel about two young boys left to fend for them-
selves brings home the tragic situation in which children in over 
40 countries around the world are tortured with impunity.

ANNICK PRESS • 9781554517305 • $12.95 • PB • Ages 13-15 • Grades 9-10
Language Arts • Global Studies • Ebook available April 2015
Author available for school visits
Also available: War Brothers: The Graphic Novel by Sharon McKay, illustrated by 
Daniel Lafrance

THE WORLD WITHOUT US
ROBIN STEVENSON
Mel is tormented by thoughts that she may be responsible for 
her best friend’s suicide attempt.

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459806801 • $12.95 • PB • Ages 13-15 • 
Grades 9-10
Language Arts • Social Studies • Ebook available
Author available for school visits • @robin_stevenson
Also available: Hummingbird Heart by Robin Stevenson

 
SLEEPER
ERIC WALTERS
Fast cars and a gorgeous girl await DJ in England, where he tries 
to unearth the truth about his grandfather’s role as a spy—or a 
traitor.

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459805439 • $10.95 • PB • Ages 13-15 • 
Grades 9-10
Language Arts • Ebook available • Available for school visits • @EricRWalters
Also available: Between Heaven and Earth by Eric Walters

 
 
 
THE MERIT BIRDS
KELLEY POWELL
Cam Scott resents his mother for uprooting him from his home 
in Ottawa and relocating to Vientiane, Laos, and is determined 
to never let her forget it. Over time he adjusts to the land and 
culture, but just as he has found friendship and love, tragedy 
strikes and he is at the mercy of a stranger to clear his name for a 
crime he didn’t commit.

DUNDURN • 9781459729315 • $14.99 • PB • Ages 13-15 • Grades 9-10
Life Skills • Social Studies • Language Arts • Ebook available
Teacher Guide available • Author available for school visits • @kelleypowell20

 
THE GOSPEL TRUTH
CAROLINE PIGNAT
Through the different points of view of slaves Phoebe and her 
friend Shad, their masters, and a visiting Canadian bird-watcher, 
the world of a Virginia tobacco plantation in 1858 comes to life in 
this historical free verse novel.

RED DEER PRESS • 9780889954939 • $12.95 • PB • Ages 14+ • Grades 9-12
History • Social Studies • Language Arts • Ebook available
Author available for school visits
@CarolinePignat • Also available: Jeremy Stone by Lesley Choyce

 
 
 
WAKE THE STONE MAN
CAROL MCDOUGALL
Wake the Stone Man follows the complicated friendship of two 
girls coming of age in the 1960s. Molly meets Nakina, who is 
Ojibwe and a survivor of the residential school system, in high 
school, and they form a strong friendship. As the bond between 
them grows, Molly, who is not native, finds herself a silent wit-
ness to the racism and abuse her friend must face each day.

ROSEWAY PUBLISHING • 9781552667217 • $20.95 • PB • Ages 15+
Grades 10-12
Language Arts • Aboriginal Studies • Social Studies • Ebook available
Author available for school visits

LAKE OF TWO MOUNTAINS
ARLEEN PARÉ
Winner of the 2014 Governor General’s Award, this poetry collec-
tion is a portrait of a lake, of a relationship to a lake, of a network 
of relationships around a lake. As we are drawn into experience 
of the lake and its environs, we also enter an intricate inter-
leaving of landscape and memory, a reflection on how a place 
comes to inhabit us even as we inhabit it.

BRICK BOOKS • 9781926829876 • $20.00 • PB • Ages 16+ • Grades 11-12
English • Ebook available • Author available for school visits
Also available: Monkey Ranch by Julie Bruck

 
THE NIGHT THIEF
BARBARA FRADKIN
In this murder mystery, handyman Cedric O’Toole sets out to 
solve who is raiding his farm and becomes embroiled in a family 
tragedy.

ORCA BOOK PUBLISHERS • 9781459808669 • $9.95 • PB • Ages 16+
Grades 11-12 • Language Arts • Ebook available • Teacher Guide available
Author available for school visits • @BarbaraFradkin
Also available: Evil Behind That Door by Barbara Fradkin

AND IN THE MORNING
Fields of Conflict – The Somme, 1916
JOHN WILSON
Longing for glorious adventure, 15-year-old Jim Hay discovers 
only tragedy and a grim struggle for survival in the trenches of 
France.

WANDERING FOX BOOKS • 9781772030143 • $12.95 • PB • Ages 13-15  
Grades 9-10
English • History • Teacher Guide available • Author available for school visits
Also available: Flames of the Tiger: Fields of Conflict - Germany 1945 by John Wilson

ABOUT CANADA: WOMEN’S RIGHTS
PENNI MITCHELL
This accessible and engaging book introduces readers to key 
historical events, and the women who were central to them, in 
the struggle for women’s equality in Canada. While a few are well 
known, many of these women and the battles they won have 
been forgotten. They deserve a greater place in Canada’s history.

FERNWOOD PUBLISHING • 9781552667378 • $17.95 • PB • Ages 14+  
Grades 9-12 • Social Studies • Canadian History • Women’s Rights/Studies
Ebook available • Author available for school visits

ABOUT CANADA: CORPORATE CRIME
LAUREEN SNIDER
About Canada: Corporate Crime traces the ways that particu-
lar systems of government — from nineteenth-century crony 
capitalism to neoliberalism and globalized capitalism — develop 
policies regarding the socially harmful and illegal behaviour of 
corporations.

FERNWOOD PUBLISHING • 9781552667330 • $17.95 • PB • Ages 14+  
Grades 9-12
Social Studies • Political Studies • Sociology • Ebook available
Author available for school visits
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